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To His EXCELLENCY 
The Right Honourable 


CH ABEES 


Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex , One 
of the Lords Juſtices of England, 
Knight -of the Moſt Noble Order 
of the Garter, ec. 


MYT LORD, 


Was oblig'd 'to Your Lord- 
ſhip for the firſt ſight I had of 
this - Poem ; Your: Lordſhip 
was then pleasd to expreſs ſome 
A*3 Com: 


| [| 
[ 
' 


The Epiſtle Dediatory. 


Commendation of it. Since that 
time I have waited an Opportunity 
of getting it Publiſh'd in a more con- 
venient and portable Volume; the 
Subject-matter being of that Impor- 
rance to every Perſon, as requir'd its 
being made a Manual for People to 
carry about them. Nor can my 
Pains and Care herein be unaccepta- 
ble to Your Lordſhip, who are not 
only the Patron of the Muſes, but of 
Publick Good in all kinds. 


The Book has a juſt Claim to 
Your Lordſhip's ProteQion, both 
for the Solidity of Judgment, and 
extraordinary Genius that appear in 
it. Tis the Portraitare of a Hu- 

mane 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


mane Soul in the Perfection of its. Fa- 
culties and Operations! (fo tar-as its 
preſent State is capable of, )-: which 
naturally direted me where 1 ought 
to preſent it. , 


But as Juſtice engag d me in this 
Addreſs, 1 muſt upon all Occaſions 
confels my Obligations to Your 
Lordſhip , and particularly for pla- 
cing me in His Majelty's Service; a 
Favour which I had not the Prelump- 
tion to ſeek, I was conſcious'how 
ſhort 1 came of my Predeceſſors in 
Performances of W itand Diverfion ; 
and therefore, as the beſt means I had 
of juſtitying Your Lordſhip's Kind- 
neſs, employ d my Self mn publith- 

| A 4 ing 


T be Epiftle Dedicatory. 

ing ſuch . Poems as might be uſeful 
in promoting Religion and Morality. 
But how little I'have conſulted my 
immediate [ntereſt in ſo doing, I am 
ſeverely ſenſible. 1 engaged in the 
dervice of the Temple at my own 
Expence, while Others made their 
profitable Markets on the Stage. 


This ; I confels , may feem! im- 
proper in a Dedication , eſpecially 
where I have ſo large a Field of 
Panegyrick before me. But Your 
Lordſhip's CharaQter, by Conſent of 
Mankind, is above all our Encomi- 
ums; and Perſons af greateſt Worth 
and . Accompliſhments are / always 
jor tond of their own Praiſes, 


b FX E ſhall 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

| I ſhall theretore only mention the 
buſineſs of my preſent Waiting an 
Your Lordſhip. I have here got a 
uſetu] Poem Reprinted, and beg to 
have it Recommended to every Bo- 
dys perulal by Your Lord(hip's 
Acceptance of it ; deliring only irom 
its Readers the ſame Candour Your 
Lordſhip has been pleas to uſe, in 
making ſome Allowances for the time 
in which it was written. Nor will 
the Author often have Occaſion for 
Favour ; in the main he will need 
only to have Jaſtice done him. 


But I will not foreſtal the buſineſs 
of the enſuing Preface, written by an 
Ingenious and Learned Divine ; who 

| has 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
has both done Right to the great 


| Manesof the Author, and made ſome 


Amends for this Unpoliſh'd Addreſs 
from me, who am only Ambitious of 
profeſſing my ſelf with utmoſt Zeal 
and Gratitude, 


MY LORD, 


Your LorpsaiPes 


Moſt Humble, moſt Oblig d 


and Devoted Servant, 


N. T are. 


PREFACE 


T O 


Sir Zobn Dawvies's Poem. 


HERE « a natural Love ant Fond- 
neſs in Engliſh-men for whatever was 
done in the Rein of ©. Elizabeth ; 

we look upon her Time as our Golden Aze; aud 

the Great Men who lived in it , as our chiefe 

Hero's of Virtue, and greateſt Examples of Wiſe 


dom, Courage, Integrity and Learning. 


Among many others, the Author of this Poem 
merits a laſtms Honour; for, as he was a mo 
Eloquent Lawyer , ſo, in the Compoſition of this 


Piece, we admire him for a good Poet, and ex- 
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Te PREFACE 
att F Philoſopher. "Tis not Rhyming that makes 


a Poct, but the true and impartial repreſenting 
of Virtue and Vice, ſo as to inſtru&t Mankind in 
Matters of 21 eateſt Importance, And this Ob- 
ſervation has been made of our Countrymen, T hat 


Sir John Suckling wrote im the moſt Courtly and 


Gentleman-like Style z Waller im the moſt ſweet 
and flowing Numbers ; Denham with the moſt 
Accurate fudement and Corre&neſs ; Cowley 
with Pleaſm? Sofrefs, and Plenty of Imazing- 
tion : None ever utter d more Drvme Thoughts 
than Mr. Herbert ; none move Philoſophical than 
Sir John Davies. Hoes T houghts are moulded 
to eafie and ſignificant Words ; bis Rhymes never 


miſlead the Senſe , but are led and governd by 


it : So that in reading ſuch Wſeful Porfur 
mances, the Wit of Mankind may k refin'd from 
its Droſs , their Memories furniſhd with the 
beſt Notions, their Judgments ſtrengthen , 
and their Conceptions enlargd , by which 
means their Mind will be rats d to the moſt per- 


feft Ideas it is capable of in this Degenerate 
State. 


But 


The PREFACE. 


But as others have labour d to carry out our 
Thousl's, and to entertam them with all mane 
ner of Deliehts Abroad 3 "Tis the peculiar Chae 
rabier of this Author, that he has taught us 
(wth Agtoninus) to meditate upon onr ſelves ; 
thai be hos difclos'd to us greater Secrets at Home; - 
Self-Refletion being the only Way to Valuable 
aid True Knowledge, which conſiſts im that rare 
Scrence of a Man's Self , which the Moral Phi- 
lojopher loſes in a Crowd of Definitions, Divi- 
frons and Diſtinftions : The Hiſtorian cannot find 


it amongſt all his Muſty Records, being far bet- 


ter acquainted with the Tranſattions of 4.1 000 


years paſt , than with the preſent Age, or with 


Himſelf : The Writer of Fables and Romances 
wanders from it, im following the Delufions of a 
Wild Fancy , Chimera 's and Fiftions that do not 
only exceed the Works, but alſo the Poſſibility of 
Nature. Whereas the Reſemblance of Truth ts 


the utmoſt Limit of Poetical Liberty, which our 


Author has. very religiouſly obſerv'd ; for he has 
not only placed and connefted together the moſt 
Amiable Images of all thoſe Powers that are m 
our Souls, but be has furniſhd and ſquar 'd bis 


Matter 


« V4. 


The PREFACE. 


Matter like a True Philoſopher ; that is, he has 
made both Body and Soul, Colour and Shadow of 
his Poem out of the Store-houſe of his own Mind, 
which gives the whole Work, a Real and Natural 
Beauty ; when that which 1s borrow d out of 
Books (the Boxes of Counterfeit Com- 
plexion ) ſhews Well or Ill as it has more or leſs 
Likeneſs to the Natural. But our Author 1s be- 
holdins to none but Himſelf 5 and by knowing 
himſelf thorouzhly, he has arriv'd to know much , 
which appears in his admirable Variety of well- 
choſen Metaphors and Simulitudes that cannot be 
found within the compaſs of a narrow Knowledge. 
For this reaſon the Poem, on account of its in- 
trinſick Worth, would be as laſting as the Iliad, 
or the Zneid, if the Language tis wrote in were 
as hmmutable as that of the Greeks and Ro- 
Mans. 


New it wou'd be. of great benefit to the Beau's 
of our Age to carry this Glaſs m their Pocket, 
whereby they might learn to Think, rather than 
Dreſs well: Tt would be of uſe elſo to the Wits 
and Virtuolo's to Carry this Antidote about them 
againſt the Poyfon they have ſucks TI from 

Lucretius 


The PREFACE. 


Lucretius or Hobbs. This would acquaint them 
with ſome Principles of Religion ; for in Old 
Times the Poets were their Divines, and exer- 
ciſed a kind of Spiritual Authority amongſt the 
People. Verſe m thoſe Days was the Sacred 
Stile, the Stile of Oracles and Laws. T he Vows 
and T banks of the People were recommended to 
their Gods in Songs and Hymns. Why may they 
not retain this Privilege? for if Proſe ſhould 
contend with Verſe, twould be upon unequal 
Terms , and (as it were ) on Foot againſt the 
Wines of Pegaſus. With what Delizht are 
we touch'd in hearing the Stories of Hercules, 
Achilles, Cyrus, and Aneas? Becauſe in 
their Charatters we have Wiſdom,. Honour, For- 
titude, and Juſtice, ſet before our Eyes. "Tias 
Plato's Opinion, That if a Man cou'd ſee Vir- 
tue, he woud be ſtrangely enamour d on her 
Perſon. Which is the Reaſon why Horace and 
Virgil have continued ſo long in Reputation , 
becauſe they have: Drawn her m all the Charms 
of Poetry. No Man is ſo ſenſeleſs of Ratio- 
nal Impreſſions, as not to be wonderfully affefted 
with the Paſtorals of the Ancients, when under 
the Stories of Wolves and Sheep , they deſcribe 
the 


The PREF ACE. 


the Miſery of People under Hard Maſters , and 
their Happineſs under Good. So the bitter but 
wholſome lambick was wont to make Yillany 
bluſh; the Satvr incited Men to laugh at Folly ; 
the Comedian chaſtiſed the Common Errors of 
Life ; and the Tragedian made Kings afraid to 
be Tyrants, and Tyrants to be their own Tor 
mentors. 


Wherefore , a» Sir Philip Sidney ſaid of 
Chaucer, That be knew net which he ſhould 
moſt wonder at , either that He im his dark 
Time ſhould fee fo diſtinttly , or that We wn 


this clear Age ſhould go ſo ſtumblingly after him, 


fo may we marvel at and bewail the low Condi- 


tion of Poetry now , when in our Plays ſcarce 
any one Rule of Decorum is obſerved , but in 
the ſpace of two, Hours and an half we paſs 
through all the Fits of Bechlem ; i one Scene 
we are all in Mirth, in the next we are ſunk 
into Sadneſs ; whilſt even the moſt labour d 
Parts are commonly ſtarv'd for want of Thought, 
a confuſed heap of Words, and empty Sound of 
Rhyme. | 


This 


The PREFACE. 


This very Conſideration ſhould advance the 
Eſteem of the following Poem, wherem are re- 
preſented the various Movements of the Mind 
at which we are as .much tranſported as with 
the moſt excellent Scenes of Paſſion in Shake- 
ſpear, or Fletcher: For im this, as m a 
Mirrour (that will not Flatter) we ſee how 
the Soul Arbitrates in the Underſtanding up- 
on the various Reports of Senle, and all the 
Changes of Imagination : How compliant the 
Will is to her Diftates, and obeys her as 
a Queen does her King. At the ſame time 
acknowledging a Subjection , and yet retain- 
mg a Majeſty. How the Paſſions more at 
her Command , like a well-difciplined Army ; 


from which regular Compoſure of the Facul 


ties 5 all operating in their proper T ine and 
Place, there ariſes a Complacency upon the 
whole Soul, that imfoutely tranſcends all other 
Pleaſures. 


What deep Philoſophy is this! to diſcos * 


ver the Proceſs of Gods Art mm faſhioning 


the Soul of Man after his own Image; by 
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The PREFACE 


remarking how one part moves another, and how 
thoſe Motions are vary d by ſeveral poſitions of 
each Part, from the jſt Sprines and Plummets, 
10 the very Hmd that points out the viſible and 
laft Effects. What Eloquence and Force of 
it to convey theſe profound Speculations in the 
eaſieſt Language, expreſſed m Words Jo vulzarly 
received, that they are nnde1 BIO by the meaneſt 


Cy JL 1cities. 


for the Poet takes care m 97 Line to ſa- 
tisfy the Hnderſtandmgs of Mankind : He fol- 
lows Step by Step the workinos of the Mind from 
the fir/t Strokes of Senſe, then of Fancy, af- 
terwarc T Judament , mto the Principles both 
of Natrnra ' and Supernatural Motives : Hereby 
the Soul is made -mtellioible, which comprehends 
all things beſt: (Ss; the boundleſs Tracks of Sea 
md Land , and the yaſter Spaces of Heaven ; 
vat Vital Princ: ble of Attion, which has al 
been buſted 11 - aquiries abroad, is now made 
now to ils fe If ; inſonmcy that we ma)  fmd out 
what we our ſelves are, from whence we came, 
and whither we muſt 203 we Ewa perceive what 
noble Gueſis theſe are, which we lo. [re 1 our Bo- 


® foes, 


The PREFACE. 


ſoms, which are nearer 0 15 than all other thmos, 
and yet nothing further from Our Acquamtance, 


But here all the Labyrinths and Windings of 
the Humane Frame are laid open : Tis ſeen by 
what Pullies and Wheels the Work ts carry'd on, 


as plainly as if a Window were opened mito our 
T_ For it 1s the Work of God alone to create 


ſind.------ T be next to this ts to ſhew how 
its Operations are perform d, 


UPON 
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UPON TH £ 


Preſent Corrupted State 


O F 


POETRY 


N happy Ages paſt, when Juſtice reign'd, 
I The Muſes too their Dignity maintaia'd ; 
Were only thea in Shrines and Temples found, 
With Innocence inſtead of Lawrel.crown'd ; 
Anthems and Hallelujahs did reſouad. 

In theſe Seraphick Tasks their hours they pafs'd, 
Pious as Syiils, and as Veftals, chaſt 

They juſtly then were ſtil'd the Sacred Nine, 
Nor were the Heav'n-born'Graces more Divine. 
Like them with Heav'a they did Alliance claim, 
And wiſeft Kings their Votaries became; 

by Who, 
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The Preſent State of Poetry. 


* Who, though by Art and Nature form'd to Reign, 


Their Homage paid amongſt the Muſes Train : 
They thought Extent of Empire leſs Renown, 
And prizd their Poct's Wreath above their Prince's 
Crown. | 
Heav*ns Praiſe was then the only Theme of Verſe, 
Which Kings of Earth were honour'd to rehearſe. 
Their Son2sdid then fair Sa/em's Temple fill, 
And $ton was the Muſes Sacred Hill. 
At length, tranſplanted from the Holy Land, 
To. Paoan Regions paſs'd the Sacred Band ; 
In Greece they ſettled , but with lefſen'd Grace, 
And chang'd their Manners as they chang'd their 
Place. 
Here Poetry, beginning to decline, 
Firſt mingled Humane Praiſes with Divine. 
Yet ſtill they ſung alone ſome Worthy's Name, 
And only 7ave reitoring Hero's Fame. 
But grew at laſt a mercenary Trade, 
The giirof 11c3v'n the price of Gold was made. 


Brib'd Poets with Eacomiums did purſue 
Tucwouilt of Men, ang prais'd their Vices too. 
They 


The Preſent State of Poctry. 


They gave deſtroying Tyrants moſt Applaule, 

Who ſhed moſt Blood, regardleſs of their Caulc. 

If meerly to Deſtroy can merit Fame; 

Famines and Plauges the larger Trophies claim. 
But this and worſe, with our licentious Times 

Compar'd, in Poets were but Venial Crimes, 

That Poetry which did ar firſt 1oſpire 

Ccoleſtial Rapture, and Seraphick Fire, 

Her Talent in Hell's Service now employs, 

The Proſtitute and Bawd of Senſual Joys. 

On Miſchict's fide engages all her Charms, 

Againſt Religion her Offenſive Arms : 

Whilſt Luſt, Extortion, Sacrilege pals free, 

She points her Satyr, Virtue, againſt Thee, 

And turns on Heav'n its own Artillery. 


But Wits fair Stream when from its genuine 
Courſe 
Conſtrain'd, runs muddy and with leſſen'd Force. 
Our Poets, when Deſerters they became 
To Virtue's Cauſe, declin'd as much in Fame. 
That Curſe was on the lewd Apoſtates ſent, 
Who, as they grew Debauch'd, grew Impoatent, 
b 4 Wit's 


The Preſent State of Poetry, 


Wit's ſhort-liv'd Off-ſprings in our later Times 
Confeſs too plain their vicious Parents Crimes. 
No Spencer's Strength, or Davies, who ſuſtain'd 
Wit's Empire when Divine Eliza reign'd. 

But ſurc, when Foreign Toils will time allow 
Our Age's Hhara-Vices to ſubdue , 
Victorious William's Picty will chaſe | 
From theſe infeſted Realms th' Infernal Race ; 
And, when Alarms of War are heard no more, 
With Europe's Peace the Mule's State reſtore. 


TRE 


Author's Dedication 


3-0 


Q. ELIZABETH. 


O that clear Majeſty, which in the North, 
Doth, like another Sun, in Glory riſe, 


Which ſtandeth fixd, yet ſpreads her Heavenly 


Worth; 
Load-ſtone to Hearts, and Load-ſtar to all Eyes. 


Like Heaven in All, like Earth 1a this alone, 
That though great States by her ſupport do 
ſtand ; 
Yet ſhe her ſelf ſupported is of none, 
But by the Finger of the Almighty's Hand. 


20-- 


The Author's Dedication 


To the divineſt and the richeſt Mind, 
Both by Art's Purchaſe, and by Nature's Dower, 
That ever was from Heaven to Earth confind, 


Toſhew the utmoſt of a Creature's Power : 
(move ; 
To that great Spring, which doth great Kingdom's 


The ſacred Spring, whence Rzizht and Honour 


Dikilling Virtue, (ſhedding Peice and Love,(ſtreams, 
In every Place, as Cynthia ſheds her Beams : 


I offer up ſome Sparkles of that Fire, 
Whereby we reaſon, live, and move, and be, 
Theſe Sparks by Nature evermore aſpire, 
Which makes them now to ſuch a Highneſs flee. 


Fair Soul, ſince to the faireſt Body joyn'd, 
Yougive ſuch lively Life, ſuch quickning Power, 
And Influence of ſuch Celeſtial Kind, 
As keeps it ſtill in Youth's immortal Flower : 


As where the Sun is preſent all the Year, 
And never doth rctire his golden Ray, 
Needs muſt the Spring be everlaſting there, 


And eyery Seaſon like the Month of May. 
O many» 


to 0. ELIZABETH, 


O many, many Years may you remain 
A happy Angel to this happy Land: 

Long, long may you on Earth cur Empreſs reign, 
E're you in Heaven a glorious Angel ſtand. 


Stay long (ſweet Spirit) e're thou to Heaven depart, 
Who mak'ſt cach Place a Heaven wherein thou arr, 


Her Majresrty's 


Devoted S ubject 


Tuly 11, 


EY and Servant, 


TOHN DAVIES. 
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Introdudtion. 


HY Aid ci Davenen Fn me to 
the Schools, 
Thar 1 with Knowledge might 
enrich my Mind?” 
Since the Deſire to know ficſt made Men Fools 
And did corrupt the Root of all Mankind * 


For when God's Hand had written in the Hearts 
Of Ob firſt Parents all the Rules of Good); 

So that their Skill infas'd ſurpaſe'd all Airs | \ 
Thatever were before, or ſince the Flood. \ 


And when their Reaſon's Eye was ſharp and clear, 
And {as an Eagle, can behold the Sun ) 
Could have approach'd th" Eternal Light aS'near 


As th'intelleQual Angels could have done'; 
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Ev'n then to them the Spirit of Lyes ſuggeſts, 
That they were blind, becauſe they ſaw not 17; 
And breath'd iato their igcorrupted Breaſts 


] 
A curious WP. which did corrupt their Wi. 
Frongthat I hey cight defir'd tp know 3 
Which being nought But a Defe of Good, 
In all God's Works che Devil could not ſhow, 
- While Man, their Lord, in his FerfeQion ſtood, 
So that themſelves were firſt to-do the Il; 


Fer they thereof the Knowledge c6uld attain ; 
Like him, that knew. not Paiſon's powen to. kill, 
Until (by taſting it). himſelf was ſlain. 


Ev'a fo, by taſting of that Fruit forbid, 
| Where they ſought Knowledge,they did Error find: 
Ill they deſir'd to know, and 11! they did;; | 
And to giys Paſſion Eyes, made Reaſon blind. 


For thea their Minds did firſt in Pſion fee 
Thoſe wretched Shapes of Miſery and Woe, 
Of Nakednzeſs, of Sheme, ' of Fouerty, (know: 
Which, thea their own Experience! made them 
' Bur: 
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But then grew Reaſon dark; that ſhe namore _ 
Could the fair Forms of Good and 7rwh diſcern : 
Batts they became, who Exg/A were before; 
And this they got by theit Deſire to: trary, _ 


 Þ But we, their wretched Of-/pripg ! What do.we ? 
Do not we till taſte of the Fruic forbid, 

While with fond fruitleſs Curiolity, 
In Books prophane we ſeek for Knowledge hid ? 


What is this Knowledge, bytthe Sky: Rtoll'n Fire, 

For which the Thief ſtilt chain'd in-Ice gack fit ; 

And which the poor rude Satyr did admire, : + 
And needs would kiſs, buc burnt his Lips with it ? 


What is it, but.the Cloud of empty Rain, - . (got? 
Which,when Jove's Gueft cmbrac'd, he Monſters 

Or the falſe Pa/s,, which oft being fil'd with paio, 
Receiy'd the Water, but retain'd it not 27.1!” 


In fine; What is.it, but the bery Coach (withal ? 
Which the Tonth fought, and ſought lis/Death 
Or'the Boy's Wings, which, when he did/approach” 
The S#»'s hot Beams, did melt and ketcbimdall ? 
B 2 And 
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And yet, alas! when all our Lamps are burn, 
Our Bodies waſted, and our Spirits ſpeat ; 

When we have all ch®learned Volumes turn'd, 
W hich yield MensWirs bothHelp and Ornameat; 


What can we know, or what can we diſcern, 
When Error clouds the Windows of the Mind ? 

The divers Forms of things how can we learn, 
That have been ever from our Birth-day blind ? 


Whea KReaſon's Lamp, which (like the S«z in Sky) 
Throughout Mars little World her Beams did 
Is now become a Sparkle, which doth lie (ſpread, 


Uader the Aſhes, half extin& and dead; 


How can we nope that through the Eye and Ear, - | 
This dyiog Sparkle, in this cloudy place, 

Can recolle& thoſe Beams of Knowledge clear, 
Which were infus'd ia the firſt Minds by Grace? 


So might the Heir, whoſe Father hath, in Play, 
Waſted a thouſand Pounds of ancient Reat, 
By painful earning of one Groat a Day, 
Hope torreſtore the Patrimony ſpcat. 
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The Wits that div'd moſt deep,and ſoar'd moſt high, 
' Seeking Man's Powers, have found his Weakneſs 
&« Skill comes ſo [low,and Life fo faſt doth fly; { ſuch: 
* We learn fo little, and forget ſo! much. 


For this the wiſeſt of all Moral Men 
Said, he knew nought\ but that he nought did know. 


And the grcat mocking Maſter mock'd not then, 
Whea he ſaid, Truth was buried here below. 


For how may we to Other Things attain, 
When none of us his own Soul underſtands ? 

For which the Devil mocks our curious Brain, 

When, Kyow thy Self, his Oracle commands. 


For why ſhould we the buſy Soul believe, 
Whea boldly ſhe concludes of that and this ; 

When of her /e/f ſhe can no Judgmear give, 
Nor how,nor whence,nor where,nor what ſhe is ? 


All chings without, which round about we ſee, 
We ſzek to know, and have therewith to do: 
But that whereby we reaſon, live and be, 


Within our ſelves, we Strangers are thereto. 
B 3 We 
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We ſeek to know the moving of each Sphere, (\'zle; 
And the ſtrange Cauſe of th Ebbs and Floods of 

But of that C/ock which 1a our Breaſts we bear, 
The ſubtile Motions we forget the while. 


We that acquaint our ſelves with ev'ry Zone, 
And pals the 7ropicks, and behold each Pole; 
When we come home, are to our ſ/e/ves unknown, 


And unacquainted ſtill with our own Soul. 


We ſtudy Speech, but others we perſuade ; 
We Leech-craft learn, but others cure with it : 
W' interpret Laws which other Men have mfde, 
But read not thoſe which 1n our Hearts are writ. 


Ts it becauſe the Mind is like the Eye, 
Through which it gathers Knowledge by deprees; 
Whoſe Rays reflcCt not, but ſpread outwardly ; 
'Not ſeeing it ſelf, when other things it ſees ? 


No, doubtleſs; for the Mind can backward caft 


upon her ſelf, her underſtanding Light; 
But ſhc is ſo corrupt, and fo defac'd, 


As her own Imaze doth her felf afright. 


' 
z 
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As is the Fable of the Lady fair, 
W hich for her Luſt was turn'd intoa-Cow ;' 
When thirſty, to a Streamſhe'did repair, >. 1 1 - 
And ſaw her ſelf transform'd ſhe wift not how ; 


At firſt ſhe ſtartles, then ſhe ſtands amaz*d; 
At laſt with Terrour ſhe from thence doth fly, 
And loaths the wat'ry Glaſs wherein ſhe pgaz'd, 
And ſhuns it (WM, although for Thirſt ſhe die. 


Ev'n ſo Ma#'s Soul, which did God's Image bear; 
And was at firſt fair, good, and ſpotleſs pure ; 

Since with her S:zs, her Beauties blotted were, 
Doth, of all Sights, her own Sight leaſtendure : 


For ev'n at firſt Refle&ion ſhe eſpies 

Such ſtrange Chimera's, and ſuch Monſters there; 
Such Toys, ſuch Anticks, and ſuch Vanities, 

As ſhe retires and ſhrinks for Shame and Fear. 


And as the Man loves leaſt at Home to be, 
That hath a luttiſh Houſe, haunted with Sprites; 
So ſhe, impatient her own'Faults to ſee, - (lights. 
Turns from her /e/f, and in firange: things de- 
B 4 For 
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For this, few know themſelves: For Merchants broke, 
View their Eſtate with Diſcontent and Pain ; 
And Sc as troubled, when they do revoke 
Their flowing Waves into themfelves again. 


AnJ while the Face of outward things we find 
Pleaſing and fair, agreeable and ſweet, 

Theſe things tranſport, and carry out the Mind, 
That with her (lf, the Mind aan never meet, 


Yet if 4flittion once her Wars begin, 
And threat the feebler Sex/e with Sword and Fire, 
The 1Mizd contraQts her (elf, and ſhrinketh in, 
And to her ſelf ſhe gladly doth retire ; 


As Spiders touch'd, ſeek their Web's inmoſt part ; 
As Bees in Storms, back to their Hives return : 

As Blood in danger, gathers to the Heart; (burn. 
As Men ſeck Towns, when Foes the Country 


If ought can teach us ought, Afiidion's Looks 
( Making us pry into our ſelves fo near ) 
Teach us to know our ſelves, beyond all Books, 


Or all the learned Schools that ever were. 
This 
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This Miſtreſs lately pluck'd me by the Ear, 
And many a Golden Leſſon hath me taught ; 
Hath made my Senſes quick, and Reaſon clear; 
Reform'd my Will, and reQify'd my Thought. 


So do the Winds and Thunders cleanſe the Air : 
So working Seas ſettle and purge the Wine : 

So lopp'd and pruned Trees do flouriſh fair : 
So doth the Fire the droſly Gold refine. 


Neither M:zerva, nor the learned Myſe, 
Nor Rules of Art, nor Precepts of the Wiſe 
Could in my Brain thoſe Beams of Skill infuſe, 
As but the glance of this Dame's angry Eyes. 


She within Liſs my ranging Mind hath brought, 
Thatnow beyond my ſelf I will not go; 

My ſelf am Centre of my circling Thought; 
Only my ſelf I tudy, learn and know. 


I know my Boay's of fo frail a kind, 
As Force without, Fevers within can kill : 
I know the heavenly Nature of my Mzzd, 
But tis corrupted both in Wit and Wil: 
I know 
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I know my Soul hath power to know all things, 
Yee is ſhe blind and i ignorant in All : 


I know I'm one of Nature's little Kings; 
Yetto the leaſt and vileſt things am thrall : 


I know my Life's a Pain, and but a Spar : 
I know my Senſe is mock'd in ev'ry thing : 
And to conclude, I know my ſelf a Mar; 
Which is a provd, and yeta wretched thing. 
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HE Lights of Heav's ( which are the 
World's fair Eyes) 
Look down into the World , the World 
to ſee; | 


And as they turn, or wander in the Skies, 
Survey all things that on the Centre be. 


And yet the Lights which in my Tower do ſhine, 
Mine Eyes, which view all ObjeQs nigh and far, 
Look not into this little World of mine, 
Nor ſee my Face, wherein they fixed are. 
Since 


WI 
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Since Natare failsus in no needful thing, 
Why want I Means my inward Self to ſee ? 


Which Sight the Knowledge of my (elf might bring, 
Which to true Wiſdom is the firſt Degree. 


That Pow'r which gave me Eyes the World to view, 
To view my ſelf infus'd an izward Light, 
Whereby my Sos/, as by a Mirror true, 
Of her own Form may take a perfeCt Sight. 


a 


But as the ſharpeſt Eye diſcerneth nought, 
Except the Suz-beams in the Air do ſhine 
So the beſt Sou!, with her refleQing Thought, | 


Sees not her ſelf, without ſome Light Divine. 
(Day ! 
O Light, which mak'ſt the Light which makes the I | 


W hich ſett*ſt the Eye without, and Mind wighin; 
Lighten my Spirit with one clear heavenly Ray, ] 
Which now to view it Selt doth firſt begin. 


For her true Form, how can my Spark diſcern , 
Which, dim by Natere, Art did never clear ? 
Whea the great Wits, from whom all Skill we learn, 

Are ignorant both what ſhe is, and where. 


One 
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One thinks the Soul 15 4ir ; another, Fire ; 
Another, Blood diffus'd about the Heart ; 

Another ſaith, the Elements conſpire, 

Ando her Eſſence Each doth give a part. 


Muſicians think our Souls are Harmonies ; 
Phyſicians hold, that they Complexion's be ; 

Epicures make them Swarms of Aromies, 
Which do by chance 1ato our Bodies flee. 


Some think one gen'ral Sos! fill's ev'ry Brain, 
As the bright Su» ſheds Light in ev'ry Star ; 

And others think the Name of Sos/ is vain, 
And that we only well mix'd Bodies are. 


In Judgment of her Subſtance thus they vary, . 
And vary thus in Judgment of her Seat ; 
For ſome her Chair up to the Brain do carry, 

Some ſink it down into the Sromach's Hear. 


Some place it in the Root of Life, the Heart ; 
Some in the Liver, Fountain of the Veins: 

Some ſay, She's all in at, and all in ev ry part : 
Some ſay, ſhe's not contain'd, but all contains. 

Thus 
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Thus theſe great Clerks their little Wiſdom ſhow, 


While with their DoQrines they at /7azard play ; 
Toſling their light Opinions to and fro, 
To mock the Lewd, as leara'd 1a This as They. 


For no craz'd Braia could ever yet propound, 
Touching the Soul, ſo vain and fond a Thought ; 
But ſome among theſe Maſters have been found, 


Which in their Schools the-ſelf-ſame thing have 
(taught, 


God only wiſe, to puniſh Pride of Wit, 
Among Men's Wits hath thisConfuſion wrought; 
As the proud 7ow'r, whoſe Points the Clouds did hit, 
By Tongues Confuſion was to ruin brought. - 


But(T how)which did(t Jan's Soul of Nothing make, 
And whea to Nothing it was:falln again, 

* To make it new, the Form of Man didit take ; 
* And God with Goa, becam'ſt a Mas with Men. 


Thou that haſt faſhion'd rwice this Sex of ours, 
<o,that ſhe is by double Title thine, 
Thou only kaow'{t-her Nature, and her Pow'rs.; 
Her fubtile Form, thou only canſt define. 
To 
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To judge her ſelf, ſhe muſt her ſelf tranſcend, 
As greater Circles comprehend the leſs: 


But ſhe wants Pow'r, her own Pow'rs to extend, 
As fetter'd Men cannot their Strength expreſs. 


But thou bright Morning-Star, thou Rifing-Sun, 
Which in theſe latter Times haſt brought toLight 

Thoſe Myſteries, that ſince the World begun, 
Lay hid in Darkneſs, and Eternal Night. 


Thou (ike the Sun) doit, with an <qual Ray, 
Into the Palace and the Cottage ſhine ; 

And ſhew'ſt the Soul both to the Clerk: and Lay, 
By the clear Lamp of th" Oracle divine. 


. BE This Lamp, through allthe Regions of my Brain, ' 
Where my Sos! ſits, doth ſpread ſuch Beams of 
As now,methinks,I do diſtinguiſh plain, (Grace, 
Each ſubtile Line of her Immortal Face. 


The Soul s Subſtance and a Spirit is, 
Which God himfelf doth in the Body make, 
Which makes the Mar, for every Man from this , 
The Nature of a Man, and Name doth take. 
And 
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And though this Spirit be to th' Body knit, 
As an apt Means her Pow'rs to exerciſc, 
Which are Life, Motion, Senſe, and Will, and Wit ; 
Yet ſhe /arvives, although the Body 4zes. 


——— 
—— 


SE C7 Eb 


That the Soul is a Thing ſubſiſting by its ſelf, 
and has proper Operations without the Body. 


—_— 
— 
———— 


H E is a Subſtance, and a real Thing ; (Might ; 
1. Which hath its ſelf an a&sa/, working 
- 2. Which neither from the Senſes Power doth ſpring, 
3. Nor from the Body's Humonrs temper'd right. 


She is a Vine, which doth no propping aced , \ 
To make her ſpread her ſelf, or ſpring upright. 
She is a Star, whoſe Beams do not proceed / 


From any Sun, but from a Native Light. 


For when ſhe forts Things preſent with Things paſt, 
And thereby Things to come doth oft fore-ſee; 
When ſhe doth 4244 at firſt, and chuſe at laſt, | 


Theſe 4Qs her Own, without her Body be. 
When 
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When of the Dew, which th' Fye and Ear do take 
From Flow'rs abroad, and bring into the Brain, 

» E Shedoth within both Wax and Honey make: 

This Work is her's, this is her proper Pain. 


When ſhe from ſundry AQts, one Skill doth draw ; 
Gath'ring from divers Fights, one Art of War 
» From many Caſes like, one Rule of Law: 
Theſe her ColleQions, not the Sexſes are. 


3} Wheninth' Fes ſhe doth the Cauſes know ; (riſe; 

3 And ſeeing the Srream,thinkswhere the Spring doth 

,, And ſeeing the Branch, conceives the Root below : 
Theſe things ſhe views, without the Body's Eyes. 


| Whea ſhe, without a Pegaſus, doth fly 

Swifter than Lightning's Fire, from Eaſt to Weſt z 
About the Cextre, and above the Sky, 

She travels then, although the Body reſt. 


7, Whea all her Works ſhe formech firſt within, 
Proportions them, and lees their perfe& End, 
E'er ſhe in AQ doth any Part begin : 
What Inſtruments doth then the Body lend ? 
C 
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Whea without Hands ſhe doth thus Ca/les build, 


Secs without Eyes, and without Feet doth run; 
When ſhe digeſts the World, yet is not fill'd : 


By her own Pow'rs theſe Miracles arc done. 


When ſhe defines, argues, divides, compounds, 
Conliders Virtue, Vice, and general [ hings ; 

And marrying divers Principles and Grounds, 
Out of their Match, a true Concluſion brings. 


Theſc Actions in ker Cloſet, all alone, 
(Retird within her felt) ſhe doch fulfil ; 

Utc of her Body's Organs ſhe hath none, 
Whea ſhe doth uſe the Pow'rs of Wit and Will.| 


Yet in the Body's Priſon ſo ſhe lies, 

As through the Body's Windows ſhe mult look, 
Her divers Powers of Senſe to exerciſe, 

By gath ring Notes out of the /or/d's great Book 


Nor can heri{clt diſcourſe or judge of ought, 
But what the Sex/e colleQs,and home doth bring 

And yet the Pow'rs of her dilcourſing Thought, 
From theſe ColleQions, is a diverſe Thing. 


Fo 
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For though our Eyes can nought but Colours ſee, 
Yet Colours give them not their Pow'r of Sight: 

So, though theſe Fruits of Senſe her Objetts be, 
Yet ſhe diſcerns them by hef proper Light. 


' Þ The Workman on his Stuff his Skill doth ſhow; 
And yet the Stuff gives not the Man his Skill : 
Kings their Aﬀairs do by their Servants know, 
But order them by their own Royal Will. 


So, though this cunning Miſtreſs, and this Queen; 
Doth, as her Inſtruments, the Sexſes uſe, 
8 To know all things that are {{/r, heard, or ſeen; 
Yet ſhe her ſelf doth only judce and chuſe. 


Ev'n as a prudent Emperor, that reigns | 
By Sovereign Title, over ſundry Lands, 
Borrows, in mean Afﬀairs, his Subje(ts Pains; 


Sees by their Eyes, and writeth by their Hands ; 


But Things of weight and confequence indeed, 
Himſelf doth in his Chamber them debate ; 


Where all his Counſellors he doth exceed, 
As far in Judgment, as he doth in- State. 


Fo | 
C - Or 


| 
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Or as the Man whom Princes do advance, 


Upon their gracious Mercy-Seat to lit, 


Doth Common Things,of Courſe andCircumſtance, 


To the Reports of common Men commit : 


But when the Caule it {elf muſt be decreed, 
Himſelf in Perſon, in his proper Court, 


To grave and ſolemn Hearing doth procced, 


Of ev'ry Proof, and ev'ry By-Reporr. 


Then, like God's Angel, he pronounceth Right, 
And Milk and Honey from his Tongue doth flow: 
Happy are they that (till are 1n his ſight, 


To reap the Wiſdom which his Lips do ſow. 


Right ſo the Soul, which is a Lady free, 
And doth the Juſtice of her State maintain : 
Becauſe the Senſes ready Servants be, 
Attending nigh about her Court, the Brain; 


By them the Forms of outward Things ſhe learns, 
For they return into the Fartaſee, 


Whatever each of them abroad diſcerns ; 
And there inrol it for the Mind to ſee. 


But 
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But when ſhe ſits to judge the Good and 1/, 
And to diſcern betwixt the Falſe and Truc, 
She is not guided by the Sexſes Skill, 
But doth each thing in her own Mirror view. 


Then ſhe the Sexſes checks, which oft do err, 
And ev'n againſt their falſe Reports decrees ; 

And oft ſhe doth condema what they prefer ;- 
For with a Pow'r above the Sex/e, ſhe ſees. 


Therefore no Sexſe the precious Joys conceaves, 
Which in her private Contemplations be ; 

For then the raviſh'd Spirit th' Sexſes leaves, 
Hath her own Pow'rs, and proper ACtions free, 


Her Harmonies are {weet, and full of Skill, 
When on the Body's Inſtruments ſhe plays ; 

But the Proportions of the Wiz and Will, 
Thoſe ſweet Accords are even th' Angels Lays. 


Theſe Tunes of Reaſon are Amphi-n's Lyre, 
Wherewith he did the Thebare City found : 
Thele are the Notes wherewith the Heavenly Chory, 
The Praiſe of him which made the Heay*n, doth 
found. C 3 Tl ea 
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Thea her /elf-bcine Nature ſhines in This, | 
That ſhe performs her nobleſt Works alone : 
& The Work, the Touch-Stone of the Varwre is ; 


* And by their Operations, Things are known. 


—_——___ 
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That the Soul is more than a Perfection > 


Refi Ain of the 0cſe, 


Or of the Forms which Faxcy doth 1arol ; 
A quick Reſultirp, and a Conſequence ? 


R E they not ferſeleſs then,that think the Soul 


Nouzht bur a fine PerfeQion of the Sexſe, 


W hat is it then that doth the Sexe accuſe, 
Both of faife Judzment, and ford ippetites? 
\W hat makes us do what Sex/e doth moſt refuſe, 

W hich ofc in Torment of the Sex/e delights ? 


Serſe thinks the Planets Spheres not much aſunder: 
What tells us then their Dittance is fo far ? 


Senſe thinks theLighticning vcra before the Thunder ; 
What tells us then they both together are ? 
| When 
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W hen Men ſeem Crows far off upon Tow'r, 
Senſe ſaith, they're Crows : What makes us think 
them Men? 
When we, in F2es, think all ſweet things ſowre, 
What makes us know our Tongue's talle Judg- 


ment then ? 


What Pow'r was that, whereby Medes ſaw , 

And well approv'd,and prais'd the better Courlſ: ; 
When her rebellious Senſe did ſo withdraw 

Her feeble Pow*rs, that ſhe purſu'd the worſe? 


Did Sexſe perſwade Ulyſſes not to hear 
The Mermaid's Songs, which ſo his Mea did 
pleaſe, 
That they were all perſwaded, through the Ear, 
To quit the Ship, and leap into the Seas? 


Could any Pow'r of Senſe the Roman move, 
To bura his own Right Hand with. Courage 
ſtout ? 
Could Serſe make Maris ſit unbound, and prove 
Thecruel Lancing of the knotty Gout ? 
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Doubtleſs, in. Mar there is a Nature found, 
Beſide the Ser/es, and above them far ; (drown'd. 
* Though moi; Men being in ſenſual Pleaſures | 
© It ſeems their Souls but 1n their Senſes are. 


If we had nought but Sexſe, then only they 
Should have ſound Minds, which have their Senſes 

But W:i/dom grows, when Senſes do decay ; (found : 
And Folly molt in quickeſt Sexſe is found. 


If we had nought but Sexe, each living Wight, 
Which we call Brute, would be more ſharp than 


As having Scxſe's apprehenſive 1Might , (we 3 


Ja a more clcar, and excellent Degree. 


But they do want that quick diſcourſing Fow'r, 


Which doth in us the erring Sex/ec corre ; 
Therefore the Bee did fuck the painted Flow, 
AndBiras,of Grapes,the cunning Shadow peck'd. 


Sexſe outſides knows,theSoul through all things ſces ; 
Sepſe, Circumſtance ; She doth the Subſtance view : 

Senfe feces the Bark ; but ſhe the Life of Trees; 
Senſe hears the Sounds; but ſhe the Concords true. 

But 
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But why do I the Soul and Seyſe divide, 

]. When Sexſe is but a Pon'r, which ſhe extends; 
'S # Which being in divers parts diverſify a, 

The divers Forms of ObjeQAs apprehends ? 


ThisPower ſpreads outward, but theRoot doth grow 
's In th'inward Son, which only doth perceive 
For th' Ezesand Ears no more their Objects know, 
Than Glaſſes know what Faces they receive. 


For if we chance to fix our T houghts elſewhere, 
n Though our Eyes open be, we cannot ſee : 
3 8 And if one Pow'r did not both ſee and hear, 
Our Sights and Sounds would always double be. 


Thea is the Soul a Nature, which contains 
The Pow'r of Sexſe, within a greater Pow'r; 

Which doth employ and uſe the Sexſe's Pains, 

But ſits and Rules within her private Bow'r. 
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SE C8. AT. 


That the Soul is mire than the T, emperature of 
the Fumours 'of the Body. 


Or in the Body's Humours temper*d well ; 


F ſhe doth then the ſubtile Senſe excel, _ 
How grols are theythat drown her in the Blood ? 


As if in them ſuch high PerfeQion ſtood ? 


As if moſt Skill in that Muſician were, 
Which had the beſt, and beſt tun'd Inſtrument ? 


As if the Penſil neat, and C-l/ours clear, 
Had Pow*'r to make the Painter excellent ? 


Why doth not Beauty then refine the Wir, 
And good Complexion rectify the Wl ? 
Why doth not Health bring Wiſdom ſtill with it? 
Why doth not Sicknets make Men brutiſh ſtill, 


Who can in Memory, or i) 7, or Will, 
Or ir, or Fire, or Earth, or Water find? 
What Alchymilt can draw, with all his Skill, 
The 2uiateſſence of theſe out of the Mind? 
If 
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ii th' Elements which have nor Lyfe, nor Sexſe, 
Can breed in us ſo great a Pow'y as this, 

f Why give they not themſelves like Excellence, 

Or other things wherein their Mixtwre is ? 


If ſhe were but the Body's Quality, 
? 'Then would ſhe be with it ſick, mairm'd and blind; 


But we perceive, where theſe Privations be, 
An healthy, perfett, and ſharp fiehted Mind. 


It ſhe the Body's Nature did partake, (decay : 
Her Strength would with the Body's Strength 

But when the Body's ſtrongeſt Sinews flake, 
Then is the Soul moſt aQtive, quick and gay. 


If ſhe were but the Body's Accident , 
And her ſole Being did in it ſubſiſt, 
As White in Snow, {he might her ſelf abſent, 


And in the Body's Subſtance not be miſs'd. 


But zt on her, not ſhe on it depends 
For ſhe the Body doth ſuſtain and cheriſh: 
Such ſecret Pow'rs of Life to it ſhe lends, 


That when t!l:2y fail, then doth the Body periſh. 
S1NCC 


| 
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Since then the Soul works by her ſelf alone, 

Springs not from Senſe, nor Humour: well agrecing, 
Her Nature is peculiar, and her own ; 

She is a Subſtance, anda perfect Being. 


EE 


em 
—c_ 


SE-G-©--1V; 
That the Soul is a Spirit. 


UT though this Subſtance be theRoot of Sexſe, 
B Senſe knows her not, which doth but Bogjes 
She « a Spirit, and Heav'nly Influence, (know : 

Which from the Fountain of God's Spirit doth flow, 


She is a Spirit, yet.not like Air, or Wind ; 
Nor like the Spzrits about the Zeart, or Brain ; 
Nor like thoſe Spirits which Alchymilts do find, 
Whea they in ev'ry thing ſeek Gold in vain. 


For ſhe all Natures under Heav'n doth paſs, 
Being like thoſe Spirits, which God's bright Face 
Or itke Himſclf,whole Image once ſhe was, (do {ce ; 


Though now (alas!) ſhe ſcarce his Shadow be. 
For 
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For of all Forms, ſhe holds the firſt Degree, 
That are to groſs, material Bodies knit : 
Yet ſhe her ſelf is bodyleſs, and free; 
And though confin'd, is almoſt infinite. 


Were ſhe a Body, how could ſhe remain 
Within this Body, which is /e/s than ſhe ? 

Or how could ſhethe World's great Shape contain, 
And 1n our narrow Breaſts contained be ? 


All Bodies are confin'd within ſome place, 
But ſe all Place within her ſelf confines. 

All Boaies have their Meaſure, and their Space ; 
But who can draw the Sou/$s dimenſive Lines? 


No Body can at once two Forms admit, 
Except the one the other do deface ; 
But in the Sou/ ten thouſand Forms do fit, 
And none intrudes into her Neighbour's Place. 


All Bodies are with other Bodies fll'd, 
But ſhe receives both Heav'n and Earth together : 
Nor are their Forms by raſh Encounter ſpill'd, 


For there they ſtand, and neither toucheth either. 
Nor 
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Nor can her wide Embracements filled be ; 
For they that moſt and greateſt things embrace, 
Enlarge thereby their Mind's Capacity, 
AsStreamsenlarg'd, enlarge the Channel's Space, 


All things receiv'd, do ſuch Proportion take, 

As thoſe thimss have, wherein they are receiv'd 
: So little Glaſſes little Faces make; 
And narrow Webs on narrow Frames are weav'd: 


| Then what vaſt Body muſt we make the Mind, 
Wherein are'Men, Beaſts, Frees, Towns, Seas and 


And yet each thing a proper Place doth find, (Lands; 
Andeach thing in the true Proportion ſtands? 


Doubtleſs, this could not be, but that ſhe turns 
Bodies to Spirits, by Sub/imation (range ; 

As Fire converts'to Fire the things it burns ; 
As we our Meats into our Nature change. 


From their orofs Matter ſhe abſtrats the Forms, 
And draws a kind of Qai»teſſexce from things ; 
Which to her proper Nature ſhe transforms, 
O To bear them Tight on her Celeſtial Wings. 
| This 
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This doth ſhe, when, from things particular, 
She doth abſtrat the aniverſal Kinds, 
Which bodyleſs and immaterial are, 
And can be only lodg'd within our Minds. 


And thus, from divers Accidents and AdFs, 
Which do within her Obſervation fall, 
She Goddeſſes, and Pow'rs divine abſtrafts ; 
. As Nature, Fortune, and the Vertnes all. 


Pu 
Again; How can ſhe ſey'ral Bodies know, 


If in her ſelf a Body's Form ſhe bear ? 
How can a Mirror ſundry Faces ſhow, 
If from all Shapes and Forms it be not cleat ? 


Nor could we by our Eyes all Colours learn, 
Except our Eyes were of all Colours void; 

Nor ſundry Taſtes can any Tongue diſcern, 
Which is with groſs and bitter Humours cloy'd. 


Nor can a Man of Paſſions judge aright, - 
Except his Mind be from all Paſſions free; | 
Nor can a Judge his Office well acquit, 


If he poſleſs'd of eithet Party be. 
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If, laſtly, this quick Pow'r a Body were, 
Were it as ſwift as is the Wind, or Fire, 


(Whoſe Atoms do the One down ſide-ways bear, 
And th' Other make in Pyramias aſpire.) 


Her nimble Body yet in time muſt move, 


And not in Iaſtants through all places ſlide : 


But ſhe is nigh'and far, beneath, above, 


In-point of Time, which Thought cannot divide : 


oy | ſent as ſoon to China, as to Spain; 
And thence returns, as ſoon as ſhe is ſent : 

She meaſures with one Time, and with one Pain, 
An Ell of Silk, and Heav'ns wide-ſpreading Tent. 


As then the Soul a Subſtance hath alone, 
Beſides the Body, 1n which ſheisconfind; 
So hath ſhe not a Body of her own, 
Bur is a Spirie, and immaterial Mind. 


Since Body and Soul have fuch Diverſities, (gan; 
Well might we muſe, how firſt, their Match be- 

But that we learn, that He that ſpread the Skies, 
And fix'd the Earth, firt form'd the Soul in Man. 


ry This 
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This true Promethess firſt made Man of Earth, 
And ſhed in him a Beam of Heav'aly Fire ; 

Now'in their Mother's Wombs, before their Birth, 
Doth ia all Sons of Mea their Soxls inſpire. 


And as Minerva is in Fables faid, 

' From Jove, without a Mother, to proceed; 

So our true Jove, without a Mother's Aid, 
Doth daily Millions of Minerva's breed. 


> > ———_— i — 


SE CT v: 


Erroneous Opinions of the Creation of Souls. 


= neither from Eternity before, (begun, 
Nor from the Time, when 7:me's firſt Point 


Made he all Soz/s, which now he keeps 1a ſtore; 
Some in the Moon, and others in the Sun : - 


Nor in a ſecret Cloyſter doth he keep 
Theſe Virgin-Spirits, until theic Marriege-dey ; 
Nor locks them up in Chambers, where they ſleep, 
Till they awake within theſe Beds of Clay. 
| "" FD Nor 
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Nor did he firſt a cefttain Number make, 
Tofuſing part in Beaſts, and part in Mey ; 
And, as unwilling further Pains to take, 
Would make no more than thoſe he framed then. 


So that the Widow-Sovl, her Boay dying, 
Unto the next-born Body married was s 
And ſo by often changing, and ſupplying, 
Mens Souls to Beaſts, and Beaſts to Men did paſs, 


(Theſe Thoughts are fond; for ſince the Bodies bort 
Be morc in number far, than thoſe that die, 
Thouſands mult be abortive, and forlorn, 
 E're others Deaths to them their Souls ſupply : ) 


But as God's Handmaid, Nature, doth create 
Bodies in time diſtin, and Order due; 

So God gives Souls the like ſucceſſive Date, 
Which Himſelf makes, in Bodies formed new : 


Which Himſelf makes of no material thing ; | 
For unto Angels he no Pow'r hath giv'n, 
Either to form the Shape, or Stuff to bring , 


From Ar, or Fire, or Subſtance of the Heav's. 
Nor 
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Nor herein doth. he Natare's Service uſe ; 
For though from Bodies, ſhe can Bodies bring, 
Yet could ſhe neverSouls from Souls traduce,({pring. 


A As Fire from Fire, or Light from Light doth 
SE GC: 6 

That the Soul # not ex Traduce. 

[5. | 


Las! that ſome who were great Lights of old, 


rn A And in their Hands the Lamp of God did 
Some Rey'rend Fathers did this Error hold, (bear ! 
Having their Eyes dimm'd with religious Fear. 


Objefhion. 


For when (fay they) by Rule of Faith we find, 
That ev'ry Sonu/, unto her Body knit, 

Brings from the Mother's Womb the Sin of kind, 
The Root of all the 1! ſhe doth commit. 


How can we {ay that God the Sou! doth make, 
But we muſt make him Author of her Sin ? 
Then from Man's Sou/ ſhe doth Beginning take, 
Since in Man's Soul Corruption did begin.  _ 
F | D 2 _ For 
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' For if God make her firſt, he makes her ill, 
( Which God forbid our Thoughts ſhould yield 


unto ; ) 
Or makes the Body her fair Form to ſpl], 
Which, of it ſelf, it had not Pow'r to do. 


Not Adam's Body, but his Sow! did fin, 
And ſo her ſelf unto Corruption brought ; 


But our poor Soul corrupted is within, 
_Er'e ſhe had ſinn'd, either in AQ, or Thought : 


4nd yet we ſce in her ſuch Pow'rs Divine, 
As we could gladly think, from God ſhe came : 
Fain would we make him Author of the Wine, 
If for tlle Dregs we could ſome other blame. 


Anſwer. C 


Thus theſe good Men with holy Zeal were blind, 
When on the other part the Truth did ſhine ; 
W hereof we do clear Demonſtrations find, 
By Light of Narare, and by Light Divine. 


None 
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None are ſo grols, as to contend for this, 
That Souls from Bodies may traduced be ; 
Between whoſe Natures no Proportion is, 
When Rogt and Branch in Nature ſtill agree. 


But many ſubtyle Wits have juſtify'd, | 
That Soxls from Sowls ſpiritually may ſpring ; 
'Which (if the Nature of the Sos! be try'd) 


Will ev'n in Nature prove as groſs a thing. 


—_—_ — — — — 


SE ©; Wk 
Reaſons drawn from Nature. 


OR all things made, are either made of 


| nought, 


Or-made of Stuff that ready made doth ſtand : 
Of nought no Creature ever formed ought, 
For that is proper to th' Almighty's Hand. 


If then the Soul another Sou! do make, 
Becauſe her Pow'r is kept within a Bound, 
She muſt ſome former Stuff, | or Matter take : 
But 1n the Sow! there is no Matter found, 
D;, Then 
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Then if her heav*nly Form do not agree 

With any Matter which the World contains, 
Then ſhe of nothing muſt created be ; 

And to create, to God alone pertains. 


Again, if Souls do other Souls beget, 

"Tis by themſelves, or by the Bodies Pow'r : 
' If by themſelves, what doth their Working let, 
But they might Sou/s engender ev*ry Hour ? 


If by the Body, how can Wir and Will 
Join with the Body only in this A, 

Since when they do their other Works fulfil, 
They from the Body do themſelves abſtraf ? = 


Again, if Souls of Souls begotten were, 
Into each other they ſhould change and move 
And C hange and Motion ſtill Corruption bear.; 
How ſhall we then the Sow/ immortal prove ? | 


If, laſtly, Souls do Generation uſe, 
"Then ſhould they fpread incorruptible Seed : 

W hat then becomes of that which they do loſe, 
When th'AQts of Generation do not ſpeed ? 


And 
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And though the Soa/ could caſt ſpiritual Seed, 
Yet would ſhe not, becauſe ſhe never dies; 

For mortal things delirc their Like to breed, 
That ſo they may their Kind immortalize. 


Therefore the Angels, Sons of God are nam'd, 
And marry not, norarein Marriage giv'n : 

Their Spirits and ours are of one Subſtance fram'd, 
And have one Father, ev'n the Lord of Heaven ; 


Who would at firſt, that in cach other thing, 
The Earth and Water living Souls ſhould breed, 

But that Man's Soul, whom he would make their 
Should from himſelf immediately proceed. (King, 


And whea he took the Woman from Maz's (ide, 
| Doubtleſs himſelf infpir'd ber Sozlalone 
For *tis not ſaid, he did Man's Sow! divide, 

But took Fleſb of his Fleſh, Bone of his Bone. 


Laſtly, God being made Man, for Man's ownſake, 
Aad being like Manin all, except in Sin, - 

His Body from the YVirgin's Womb did take ; 
But all agree, God form'd bu Soul within. 
| Dq4 Then 
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Then is the Soul from God ; fo Pagans ſay, 

Which ſaw by Natere's Light ber heavenly Kind; 
Naming her, Xn fo God, and God's bright Ray, 
A Citizen of Heay'n, to Earth confin'd. 


But now I feel, they pluck me by the Ear, 
. Whom my young Muſe ſo boldly termed blind ; 
And crave more heav*aly Light,thatCloud toclear; 


Which makes them think, God doth not make the 
| (Mind. 


———_ _ _ _—_— — 
3 — — 


S EC-$4 vill 


Reaſons from Divinity. 
(good, 


Od, doubtleſs, makes her,and doth make her 
(> And grafts her in the Body,there to ſpring; 
Which, though it be corrupted Fleſh and Blood, 

Can no way to the Soul Corruption bring : 


Yet is not God the Author of her 1/, 
Though Author of her Beizg, and being there : 
And if: we dare tojudge our Maker's Will, 


 Hecancondemn us, and himſelf can clear. 
| Firſt, 
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t Firſt, God from 4nfinite Eternity 
Decreed, what hath been, is, or ſhall be done ; 
And was reſoly*d, that ev'ry Man ſhould be, 
And in his turn, his Race of Life ſhould run: 


And ſo did purpoſe all the Sovh to make, 
T hat ever have been made, or ever [ball ; 
And that their Being they ſhould only take 
In Humane Bodies, or not be at all. 


Was it then fit rhat ſuch a weak Event 
(Weakneſs it ſelf, the Sin and Fall of Man) 

His Counſe!'s Exccution ſhould prevent, 
Decreed and fix'd before the World began ? 


Or that one Penal Law by 4dam broke, 
Should make God break his own Eternal Law; 
The ſettled Order of the World revoke, | 
And change allForms of Things which he foreſaw? 


Could Eve's weak Hand, extended to the Tree, 
In ſunder rend that Adamantine Chain, 

Whoſe golden Links, Efeds and.Canſes be; 
And which toGod's ownChair doth fix'd remain? 

| VO, Could 
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O,Could wo ſce howCauſe from Cauſe doth ſpring! 


How mutually they link'd, and folded are ! 


And hear.how oft one diſagreeing String 
The Harmony doth rather make, than marr ! 


And view at once, how Death by Six is brought ; 
And'how from Death, a better Life doth riſe ! 

How This God's T«/tice, and his Mercy taught ! 
We this Decree would praiſe, as right and wiſe. 


But we that meaſure Times by Firlt and Laſt, 
The (ight of things ſucceſſsvely do take, 

When God on all at once his View doth caſt, 
And of all Times doth but one Inſtant make. 


All in Himſelf, as in a Glaſs, he ſees ; 

For from him, by him, thro him, all things be : 
 HisSight is not diſcourſive, by degrees ; 
But ſeeing the whole, each ſingle part doth ſee. 


He looks on Adam, asa Root, or Well; 
And on his Heirs, as Branches, and as PRE, 
He ſces all Men, as one Man, though they dwell 


In ſundry Cities, and in.ſundry Realms, 
And 
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And as the Roor and Branch are but one Tree, 
And Well and Stream do but one River make; 
So, if the Root and Weltcorrupted be, 
TheS:reamandBranch the ſame Corruption take. 


So, when the Root and Fountain of Mankind 
Did draw Corruption, and God's Curſe, by Sin ; 
This was a Charge, 'that all his Heirs did bind, 
And all his'Off-ſpring grew corrupt therein. 


And as when th'Hand doth ſtrike, the Manoffends, 
(For Part from whole, Law ſevers not in thi) 
So Adam's Sin to the whole Kind extends; 
Forall their Natures are but part of his. 


Therefore this Sin of Kind, not perſonal, 
But real, and hereditary was 3 


The Guilt thereof, and Puniſhment to all, 
By Courſe of Nature, and of Law doth-paſfs. 


For as that eafie Law was giv'n to all, 
To Anceſtor and Heir, to Firſt and Laſt ; 
So was the firſt Tranſgreffion general ; 
And all did pluck the Fruit, and all did tafte. 


Of 
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Of this we find ſome Foot-ſteps in our Law, 
Which doth her Root from God and Naturetake; 
Ten thouſand Men ſhe doth together draw, 
And of them all, one Corporation make : 


Yet theſe, and their Succeſlors, are but one ; 
And if they gain, or loſe their Liberties, 

They harm, or profzt not themſelves alone, 
But ſuch as in ſucceeding Times ſhall riſe. 


And ſo the Anceſtor, and all his Heirs, 

Though they in number paſs the Stars of Heav'n, 
Are ſtill but one; his Forfeitures are theirs, 

And unto them are his Advancements giv'n : 


His Civil Atts dobiad and bar them all ; 
And as from Adam, all Corruption take, 
So, if the Father's Crime be capite/, 
In all the Blood, Law doth Corruption make. 


Is it then juſt with us, to difinherit 
Th' uaborn Nephews, for the Father's Fault 3 
And to advance again, for one Man's Merit, . 


A thouſand Heirs, that have deſerved nought ? 
And 


ke; 
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And is not God's Decree as juſt as ours, 
If he, for Adam's Sin, his Sons deprive 

Of all thoſe native Virtues, and thoſe Pow'rs, 
Which he to him, and to his Race'did give ? 


For, What is this contagious Sin of Kind, 
But a Privation of that Grace within, 

And of that great rich Dowry of the Mind, 
Which all had had, bur for the firſt Man's'Sin ? 


If then a Man, on light Conditions, gain 
A great Eſtate, to him, and his, forever; 
If wilfully he forfeit it again, 
Who doth bemoan his Heir, or blame the Giver? 


So, though God make the Sos/gowd, rich and fair, 
Yet when her Form isto the Body knit, 

Which makes the Man, which Man is Adam's Heir, 
Jufily forthwith he takes his Grace from it : 


And thea the Sos/,being firſt fromNothing brought, . 
When God's Grace fails her, dothto Nothing fall; 
And this declining Proneneſs anto Nought, + 
Is ev'n that Sis that weare born withal. 

| Yet 
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Yet not alone the firſt good Qualities, 

Which in the firſt Soul were, deprived are ; 
But in their place the contrary doriſe, 

And real Spots of Sin her Beauty marr. 


Nor is it ſtrange, that Adam's ill Deſert 
Should be transferr'd unto his guilty Race, 

When Chriſt his Grace and Juſtice doth impart 
To Men unjuſt, and ſuch as have no Grace. 


Laſtly, The Soul were better ſo to be 
Born Slave toSin, than not to be ar all ; 

Since (if ſhedo believe) one ſets her free, 
That makes her mount the higher for her Fall. 


Tet this the curious Wits will not content ; 

They yet will. know (ſince God foreſaw this Ill) 
Why his high Providencedid not prevent 

The Declination of the firſt Man's Will. 


If by his Word he had the Current ſtay'd 
* Of Adam's Will, which was by Nature free, 
It had been One, as if his Word had ſaid, 


I will henceforth, that Mas no Men ſhall be. 
| For 


1) 


' Now, if Love be compell'd, and cannot chuſe, 
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For what is Man without a moving Mind, 
Which hatha judging Wt, and chuſling Wil ? 
Now, if God's Pow'r ſhould her ElefQtion bind, 
Her Motions then would ceaſe, and ſtand all (till. 


And why did God in Man this Sou/ infuſe, 
But that he ſhould his Maker k»ow and love? 


How can it grateful, or thank-worthy prove? 


Love muſt free-hearted be, and voluntary ; 
And not inchanted, or by Fate conſtrain'd : 
Nor like that Love, which did UViyſſes carry 
To Circe's Iſle, with mighty Charms enchain'd. 


Beſides, Were we unchangeable in W:/, 
Andof aWitthat nothing could miſ'deem ; 

Equal to God, whoſe Wiſdom ſhineth ſtill, 
And never errs, we might our felves eſteem. 


So that if Man would be unvariable, 
He muſt be God, orlike a Rock or Tree; 
For. ev'n the perfett Angels were not ſtable, 
But had a Fall more deſperate than we. 
| Then 
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Fhen Ict us praiſe that Pow'r, which makes us be 
Den as we are, and reſt contented ſo; 


And knowing Man s Fall was Curioſity, 


Admire God's Counſels, which we cannot know. 


And lect us know that God the Maker is 
Ot all the ,Souls, in all the Men that be; 
Yet their Corruption Is no Fault of his, 


But the firſt Vian's, that broke God's firſt Decree. 


CES 1%. 
WW. 8! the Soul is wntted to the Doay. 


His Subſt anceand this Epirit, of God's on mas 


Isin theBody plac'd,and planted here, (4:xg, 
« That both of God, and of the World partaking, 
« Of all thit is, Man might the Image bear. 


God firſt macie Angels bodilels, pure Minds ; 
"Then c: 10; OE which mindleſs Bodics be; 

Laſt, ke mave Man, th Horizon 'C3i8t both Kinds, 
In whom we do the World's Abridgment cc. 

Bzlides, 
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Beſides, this World below did need ove Wight, 
Which might thereof diſtinguiſh ev'cy part ; 

Make uſe thereof, and take thereia delight ; 

7, And order things with Igduſtry and Art: - 


Which alſo God might in bis Works admire, 

And here beneath yield him both Pray'r andPrailc; 
As there,: above, the tioly Angels Choir 

Doth ſpread. his Glory forth with ſpiritual Lays. 


Laſtly, The bruteguareaſonable W ights, - 
Did want awifi6le Kjxg,: 0're them to reiga : 

And God himſelf thus tothe, World unites, - 

That ſo the World might eagles. Bliſs obtain. 


i —— _— 
_ _—_ hy. —. C_ wt. AM ——_— _— —_—__c——__—OW_— _ 


4 TT 4 5s 
: SES XxX 
In what Manner the Soul is uniced to. the Body. 


UT how ſhall we this Uxio» well expreſs ?. 
B Nought ties the Sos/, her Subtilty is ſuch ; 
, || She movesthe Body, which ſhe doth polleſs ; 
Yet no part toucheth, but by#5r:»e's Touch. 
E Then 
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Then dwells ſhe not therein, asin a Text ; 
Nor as & Pilot in his Sh;p doth ſir ; 

Nor as the Spider in his Web is pent ; 
Nor as the Wax retainsthe Print in it ; 


Nor asa Veſſel Water doth contain ; 
Nor as one Liquor: in another ſhed ; 
Nor as the Heat doth in the Fire remain ; : 
Nor as a Voice throughout the Air-isfþread'; 


But as the fair ad chearful Moywing Light 
Doth here andthere her Silver-Beams imparc, 
Andin an Inſtant doch her ſelf unite” 

To the tranſparent Aie, in all,- andev'ry part : 


Still reſting whole, when Blows the Air divide ; 
Abiding pure, when th' Air is moſt corrupted ; 

Throughout th' Air, her Beams diſperſing wide ; 
And when the Airis ro8*d, not interrupted: 


So doth the piercing Sosl the Body fill, 

Being « 1n af, and all in part diffus'd ; 
Indiviſible, incorruptible till ; 

Not forc'd, encounter'd, troubled, or confus'd. 
And 
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And as the S»» above the Light doth bring, 
Though we behold it ia the Air below ; 
So from th* Eternal Light the Soul doth ſpring, 
| Thoughin the Body ſhe her Pow'rs do ſhow. 


SECT. | 
Flow the Soul exerciſes hey Powers in the Body. 
B' T'. 4s the,World's San doth Effefs beget 
Diff:ceat, indivers places ev? ry Day; ; 
Here Aut#wn's Temperature, there Summer's Heat; : 


Here flow'ry Spring-tide, and there W. inter-G ray: 


Here Ev n, there Morn"; here Noon, there Day, there 
Night, (ſome dead ; 


MeltsWax,driesClay,makes Flow'rs,ſome quick, 
| Makes the Moor black, the Exropean white ; 
Th' American gia and th' NY red ; 


$0 in our little World, this Sou! of ours © 
Being only one, and to one Body tyd, 
Doth uſe, on divers Objedts, divers Powers ; 
; F And ſo are her Effefts diverſify'd. | 
E 2 SECT. 
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SEO: 2, XL 
The Vegetative Power of the Soul. 


ER quick ning Power in ev'ry living part, - 
Doth as a Nurſe, or as a Mother ſerve; 


And doth employ her Oeconomick Art, 
And buiſy Carc, her Houfſhold to preſerve. 


Here ſhe attraits, and there ſhe doth retain; 
There ſhe deco#7s, and doth the Food prepare 3 
There ſhe diſtributes i it toev'ry Vein, 
There ſhe expel/s what ſhe may fitly ſpare. 


This Pow'r to Martha may compared be, 
Who buiſy was, the Howſbold-things to do : 
Or to a Dyyas, living in a Tree; 
For ev'n to Trees this Pow'r is proper too. 


And though the Sou! may not this Pow'r extend 
O«t of the Body, bur till uſe it there ; 
She hath a Pow'r which ſhe abroad doth ſend, 


Which viewsand ſearcheth all things ev'ry where. 
SECT. 
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S E CT. XII, 
The Power of Senſe. 


His Pow'r i Senſe, which from abroad doth 
T briop 
The C olour, Tfte, and Touch, and Scent, and 
' Sound, pI. 
The Quantity and Shape of ev'ry thing 
Within Earth's Ceatre, or Heav'a's Circle found. 


This Pow, in Parts made fir, fir ObjeQts takes; 
Yet not the Things,” but Forms of Things 
recelves z | "OE | 
As when a Seal in Wax Impreſſion makes, 
The Print therein; biit not ic ſelf, it leaves. 


And though things ſenſible be numberlels, 
But only Fivethe Sexſe's Organs be; 
And in thoſe Five, all things their Forms expreſs, 


Which we can fouch, taſte, feel, or hear, or /ce. 
| E 3 Theſe 


- 
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Theſe are theW indows, through the which ſhe views || 1 
The Light of Knowledge, which is Life's Load- 
&© And yet while ſhe theſe SpeQtacles doth uſe, (Star : || | 
* Oft worldly Things ſeem greater than they are. 


hh —__—_—_— —_w_ 


SF TED ATTY. 
Seeing. 


Irſt, The twoEyes,which have theSeeing Pow'r, 
FH Stand. as one Watchman, Spy, or Sentinel, 
Being plac'd aloft, withio the Head s high Tow ; 

And though both ſee, yet both but one thing tell. 


Theſe Mirrors take into their little Space, 
The Forms of Moop and Sur, and ev'ry Star, 

Of ev'ry body, and of eviry place, (are: 
Which with the World's wide Arms embraced 


Yet their belt Object, -and their nobleſt Uſe, 
Hereafter 1n another World will be, 
When God in them ſhall heav'nly Light infuſe, 


That Face to Face they may their Makey ce. 
Here 


vs 


re 
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Here are they Guides, which do the Body lead, 
Which elſe would ſtumble in Etcraal Night : 

Here in this World they do much Knowledge read, 
And are the Caſements-which admit moſt Light ; 


They are her fartheſt reaching Inſtrument, 
Yet they no Beams unto their Objets ſend; 
But all the Rays are from their ObjeQs ſent, 
And in the Eyes with pointed Angles end. 


If th* ObjeQs be far off, the Rays do meet 
In a ſharp Point, and-ſo things ſeem but ſmall : 
If they be near, their Rays do ſpread and fleet, 
And make broad Points, "that things ſeem great 


(withal. 


Laſtly, Nine things to Sebi required'are; 

The Pow'y to ſee, the Light, the wiſible thing, 
Being not too /mel," too thin, toonigh, too far, 
Clear Space and Timegthe Form diſtiaR to bring. 


Thus {ce we how the Soul doth uſe the Eyes, 
As Inftrumentsof her quick Pow'r of Sight : 
Hence doth th*Arts Oprich, and fair Painting riſe ; 
Painting, which doth all gentle Minds delight. 
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Si $<-XY, 


Hearms, 


N*: let us hear how ſhe the Ears employs: 
Their Office is,the troubled Air to take; 


Which in their Mazes forms a Sound or Noiſe, 
V\ hereof her {elf doth true Diltintion make. 


—ﬀ{ 


Theſe Wickets of the Soul are plac'd on high, 
Becauſe all Sounds do lightly mouat aloft; 

And that they may not pierce too w/olently, 
They are delay'd with Tarns and Windings oft. 


| For ſhould the Vajce direQly ſtrike the Brain, 
It would aſtoniſh and confuſe it much ; 
Therefore theſe Plaits and Folds the Sound reſtrain, 
That ir the Organ may more gently touch. 


AsStreams, which with their windingBanks do play, 
Stopp'd by their Creeks, run ſoftly through the 

Son th' Ear's Labyrinth the Voice doth ftray,(Plain: 
And doth with eaſy Motion touch the Brain, 


"hs 
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This is the ſloweſt, yet the daintieſt Senſe ; 

For ev'n the Fars of ſuch as have no Skill, 
Perceive a Diſcord, and conceive Offence ; 


And knowing not what's 'pood, yet find the 1/. 


And thoughthis S: »/e firſt gentle Muſick found, 
Her proper ObjeCt 1s the Speech of Men; 

" But that Speech chiefly which God's Harolds Sound, - 

W hen their Tongues utter what hisSpirit did pen. 


Our Fyes have Lids, our Ears ſtill ope we ſee, 
Quickly to hear how ev'ry Tale is prov'd: 

Our Eyes ſtill move, our Ears unmoved be 3(mov'd- 
That though we hear-quick, «we be not quickly 


Thus by the Organs of the Eye and Ear, 

The Soul with Knowledge doth her {elf endue : 
* 'Thus ſhe. her Priſon may with Pleaſure bear, 

« Having ſuch ProſpetFs, all the World to view. 


Theſe Condzit-pipes of Knowledge feed the Mind, 
But th'other three attend the Body (till ; ® 

For by-their Servicesthe S$,/ doth firid, 
Wharthings are to the Body good'or ill, 

SECT. 
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SE CT. XVI. 
Talte. 


HE Boay's Life with Meats ang Air is fed, 
Therefore theSou/ doth uſe theTaftine Pow'r 


. In Veins, which through the Tongue and Palate 


Diſtiaguſh ev'ry Reliſh, Sweet,and Sow'r.(ſpread, 


This is the Body's Narſe ; but fince Man's Wit 
Found th'Art of Cook'ry to delight his Senſe, 

More Bodies are conſum'd and kill'd with it, 
Than with the Sword, Famine, or Peſtilence. 


PE —_—«. 
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STE © Ai. AV. 
Smellmp. 


Ext, In the Noſtrils ſhe doth uſe the Smel: 
N As God the Breath of Lyfe in themdid give; 
So makes be.naw this Pow'r ia them to dwel], 

To judge all Airs, whereby we breathand ive. 
T i 
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This Sexſe is alſo Miſtreſs of an Art, 

{ Which co ſoft People ſweet Perfumes doth (ell; 
Though this dear Art doth little Good impart, 

« Since They ſmell beſt; that do of nothing ſmell. 


And yet good Scents do purify the Brain, 
Awake the Fancy, and the Wits refine : 

Hence old Devotion, Incenſe did ordain, (vine. 
To make-Men's Spirits more aptforThoughtsDt- 


—_—— _—_——kwlllow.oo tt 
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SECT. XY 
Feelings 


—_ Aſftly, The Feeling Pow'r, which is Life's Root, 
'S Through ev*ry living Part itſelf doth ſhed 
By Sinews, which extend from Head to Foot ; 
And like a Net, all o'er the Body ſpread. 


: Much like a fabtile Spider, which doth fit 
'e: | In middleof her Web, which ſpreadeth wide ; 
If ought do touch the utnoſk Thread of 't;, 
She f-els it inſtantly on ey'ry ſide. 
1s By 
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By Touch, the firſt pure Qualities we leara, 

Which quicken all things,hos,cold;wmoi/t, and dry : 
By Toxch, hard, ſoft; rowgh, ſmooth, we do diſcern : 
By Touch, ſweet Pleaſure, and ſharp Pain we try. 


—_ _—— 
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SE GC 1, a. 
Of the Imagination, or Common Senſe. 
FF are the outward Inſtruments of Sex/e ; 
; Theſe are the Guardswhich ev'ry thing muſt 


Eerit approach the Mind's Intelligence, =(pafs, 
Or touch the Fantaſy, Wit s Looking-Glaſs. 


And yet theſe Porters, which all things admit, 
Themſelves perceive not, nor diſcern the things : 

One common Pow'r doth in the Foreheed lit, 
Which all their proper Forms together brings. 


For all thoſe Nerves, which Spirits of Senſe do bear, 
And to thoſe outward Org ans ſpreading go, 

Vaited are, as in a Centre, therez; _, (know, 
And there this Pon'r thoſe ſundry Forms doth 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe outward Organs preſent things receive, 
This inward Seyx/e doth abſent things retain ; 

Yet ſtrait tranſmits all Forms ſhe doth perceive, 
Unto an higher Region of the Braiy, 


— SW. 
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SECT. XX. 
| Fantaſy. 


WW... Fantaſy, near Hand jt tothe Mind, 
Sits,and beholds,and doth diſcern them all; 


Compounds in one,” things diff reatin their Kind; 
Compares the Black and wks the Great aid 
. Small. 


Beſides, thoſe ſingle Forms ſhe doth eſteem, 
And in her Ballance doth their Values try ; 
Where ſome things good,and ſome things illdo ſtem, 
And Neutral ſome, in her faxraftick Eye. 


This buiſy Pow'r is working Day and Night; 
For when the outward Se»ſes Reſtdo take, 
A thouſand Dreams, fantaſtical and light, 
With flutt'ruz2 Wings, do keep her ſtill awake : 
SECT. 
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SE C T. XXL. 
Senſetive Memory. © 


"E'T always all may not afore her be; 
Y Succeſſively ſhe this and that intends ; 
Therefore fuch Forms'#s ſhe doth ceaſe to ſee, 
To Memory's ye FER ſhe commends. 


This Ledger-Bogkljed in uh Brain behind, \/ 
Like Jazns Eyg, which un his Poll'was ſet : 

The Ley-mas's Tables, Store-houſe of the Mind ; 
Which doth remember much, and munch forget, 


Here Senſe's Apprehenfion End doth take ; 
As when a Stone is'into Water caſt, 

One Circle doth;another Circle make, 
Till the laſt Circle touch the Bank at laft, 


— 
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S.E.C T., XXIl. 
The.\Paf fron of the Senſe. 


UT thoughthe 4pprehenfove Pow'y dopauſe, 
B The Motive Vertue then begigs to move z 
Which in the Heart belowidoth Pſbons cauſe, /' 

Joy,Grief, and Fear and Hope,and Fiate,and Love. 


Theſe Paſſions have'a free commanding Might, - 
And divers Adtiogs inour Life.do breed z '* |. 
For all Ats dene without true-Reaſon's Light, > -/ 
Dq from the Pſion of the Senſe proceed. i | 


% . 


But fince the Brain doth lodge rhe Pow'ms of $2»/c , 
How makes itin the Hear? thoſe Paſſions ſpring ? 
The mutual Love, the kind Intellipence . 


'T wixt Heart and Brajngthis Sympathy doth bring. 


Fromthe kind Heat, which in the Heartdoth| 
The Spirirs of Life do their Beginnir take; 
Theſe Spirits of Life aſcending to the Brain,(make: 
When they come there, the Spiriry of Sexſe do 
Theſe 


> Rf » 
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Theſe Spirits of Senſe, in Fantaſy's high Court, 
Judge of the Forms of Objet#s, illor well ; 


And fo they ſend a'pgood or.ill Report 
Dowa to the Heart, where all Afet#tons dwell. 


If the Report be good, it cauſeth Love, 

And longing Hope, and well aſlured Joy : 

If it be «{, then doth at dazed move, 
 And.trembling Fear, ang.yexing Griefs annoy. 


Yet were theſe naturalAﬀeCtions good, I 
(For they, which, want them,Blockeor Devils uy 
If Reſon ia her firſt PerieQion ſtood, 
That ſhe miglit NVatert's Paſlions rettity. 


mmmmm—_— 
So OL.” 
Local .,XAotion. 
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Elides, another Motive: Power doth ariſe. 
Out of the Heart, from whole pure Blood do 
The Vis! Spirits; whichbora in Arteries,.. (ſpring NF 
Continual Moticn to all Farts do bring. 


B 


This 
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This makes the Pulſes beat, and Lungs reſpire : 
This holds the Sinews like a Bridle's Reins; 

And makes the Body to advance, retire, 
Toturn, or ſtop, as ſhe them ſlacks, or ſtrains. 


Fhus the Sox! tunes the Body's Inſtruments, 

Theſe Harmonies ſhe makes with Life and Sex/c; 
The Organs fit.are'by the Body lent, 

But th' 4&#cons flow from the So»/'s-Influence. 


— ——t_——_—_.... 
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SECT. XXIV. 
The IntelleQual Powers of the Soul. 


UT wow I have a Will, yet want aIt, 


6 
; 'T* expreſs the working of the Wit and Wil; 


B 


Which, though theic Root be to the Body knit, 
Uſe not the Body, whea they uſe their Sk:/. 


Theſe Pow*rs the Nature of the Soul declare, - 
For to Man's Sos/ theſe only proper be; 
r EFor'on the Earth no other Wights there are 


That have theſe Heav'aly Pow'rs, but only we. 
Þ SE CT. 
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$ BiCT. - XXV. 


Wit, Reaſon, Underſtanding, Opinion; Jon 
Wiſdom, 


HE. Wit, the Pupil of the Soal's. clear Eye, 
And in Man's, World, the.cnly fhining $ ar, 
Look in the Mirror ofthe Feat ofp, | 
W here all the'Gath wings of the-Sexſcs are. 


From thence this Pow'r the Shapes of things abſtraQs 
And them within her Paſſive Part receives, 

Which are enlightned by that part which As; | « 
And.ſo the Forms of linplc things perceives. 


| 4 


-” a. 


But after, by diſcourſing to and fro, + « 
Anticipating, and comparing things, 4 
She doth all Vziver/al Natures know, 


And all a into their Cauſes brings. 


( Ground, 
Whepſhe rates things, and moves from Ground © 


The Name of. Rea/or ſhe obtains by this : 
But when by Reafon ſhe the Truth hath. found; Nx 
And ſftandeth fix'd, ſhe Underſtanding is. 


When 


6. 
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When her Aﬀent ſhe /izbrhy doth incline 
To either part, ſhe his Opiaron's Lipbt : 
; | But when ſhe'doth by. Principles define 
A certain Tyuth, ſhehathrrue Fudement's Sight. 


© | And as from Senſes, Reaſon's Work doth ſpring; 
nl So many Reaſons Underſtanding gain; + 

+ | And many Underſtanding, Knowleaze bring, 
And by much-Xowledet, Wiſdom we obtain: 


So, many Stairs we muſt aſcend upright; 
E're we'attain to Wi/dow's high Degree: 

So doth-this Earth eclipſe our Reaſon's Light, 
Whichelfe (inTnſtants) would like Angels ſee. 
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Innate Ideas in the Sout. 


Y* hath the Soula Dowry natural, :(co ſee > 
And Sparks of Light, ſome common things 
Not beinga Blank where Nought is writ at all, 
But what the Writer will, may written he. 
Ke F > For 
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For Nature in Man's Heart her Laws doth pen, 
Preſcribing Trath to Wit, .and Good to Will; 


Which do atcaſe, or elſe excuſe all Men, 
For ev'ry Thought or PraQtice , good or ill: 


And yer theſe Sparks grow almoſt infinite , 
Making the World;and all therein, their Food ; 
As Fire ſo ſpreads, as no place holdeth it, 
Being nouriſh'd ſtill with new Supplies of Wood. 


And though theſe Sparks were almoſt quench'd with | 
Yet they whom that js/f Oxe hath juſtify'd, (Sin, 
Have them increas'd with heav'nly Light within ; Þ| ! 

And like the Widow's 0:1, fill multiphyd. 
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>$S F.0D Sv 
The Power of Will, and Relation between the |) 


Wire and Wl. 


N 2 as this 14”; ſhould Goodzeſs truly know, 
We have a H:{l, which that crueGood ſhould 
chule,- 
Tho ":7 80 ofe (when 1: falſe Forms doth ſhow) 
Take Mor Good, and Good for 1] refuſe. 
wil 
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| Will puts in pratice what the'/ir deviſeth : 
Wik ever atts, and Wit contemplates (till : 


And as from Wit, the Pow't of Wiſdom riſcth, 
All other Virtues Daughters are of 14/111. 


Will is the Prince, and Hit the Counſellor , 
Which doth for common Good 1n Council ſit ; 
And whea Wit is refolv'd , Hl lends her Power 

To execute what is advis'd by Hz. 


hf Wit is the Mind's chief Judge, which doth controul! 
, | Of Fancy's Court the Judgments falſe and vain : 
- | Vill holds the Royal Scepter:in the Sor!, 

And on the Pfions of the Heart doth reign. 


Wi is as frec as any Emperor , 
Nought can reſtrain her gext/e-Liberty : 
be Þ No Tyrant, nor no Torment hath the pow'r 
To make us will, when we unwilling be. 
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29, C - XX VIII. 
The IntePecual Memory. 


O theſe highPow'rs aSrore-booſe doth pertain, 
W here they all Arts,andgen'r«! Reaſons lay 
Which in the Soul, ev'd after Death, 'remain, 
And no Lethean Flood can waſh away. 
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The Dependency of the Soul's Faculties upn 
each Other. 


His is the Soul, and thele her Vireaes be; 
Which, though they have their ſundry pro 
And one exceeds another in Degree, "(per Ends 
Yet each o» other mutually depends. ' 


Car Wit 1s givn, Almihty God to know ; 
Our 7! is giv to love him, being Ezown : 

Put God could not be knows to us below, 
Bur by his 140-45, which through the Senſe art 
[5:9 FR- And 
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And as the Wit doth reapthe Fruits of Sexſe, 
So doth the guick'ninz Pow'r the Senſes fred : 
Thus while they'do their ſundry Gifts diſpence, 
*© The Beſt the Service of the Leaſt doth necd. 


Ev*a {o the King his Magiſtrates do ſerve,  * . 
Yet Commons feed both Mapiſtrates and King : 
The Common's Peace the Magiſtrates preſerve: 


| By borrow'd Pow 'r, which from the Prince doth 
({pring. 
The 2sick'ning Power would be, and ſo would reſt ; 
The Senſe would not be only, but be well: '/ 
But Wit's Ambition longerth to the beſt, 


For it defires in endleſs Bliſs todwell. 


And theſe three Pow'rs,three ſorts of Mea-domal:; 
For fore, like Plants, their'Veins do anly fill ; 

And ſome, like Beaſts, their Senſes pleaſupe take ; 
And fome, like Angels, do contemplate Kill. - 


Therefore the Fables turn'd ſome Ment6Flow!es, 
And others did with brutiſh Forms ihveſt; 

And did of others make Celeſtial Pow'vs; ' 5 
Like Angels, which Rilftravel, yet ill reft. 

014 Ye; 
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Yet theſe three Pow'rs are not three Souls, but one; 
As One and T wo are both contain'd in Three ; 
Three being one Number by it ſelf alone, 
A Siadow of the bleſſed Trinity. 


Oh! What is Man. (great Maker of Mankind !) 
That thou to him ſo great ReſpeR doſt bear! 

That thou adorn'{t him with fo bright a Mind, 
Mak*ſt him a King, and ev'n an Angel's Peer! 


Ch! What a lively Life, what heav'aly Pow'r, 
W hat ſpreading Virtue, what a ſparkling Fire, 
How great, how plentiful, how rich a Dow'r 
Doſt thou within this dying Fleſh inſpire ! 


Thou leav'ſt thy Print in other Works of thine; 
But thy whole Image thou in Man haſt writ ; 

There cannot be a Creature more divine, 
Except (like thee) it ſhould be infinite. 


But.it excecds Man's Thought, to think how high 
God hath rais'd Map, ſince God a Man became; 
The Angels do admire this Myſtery , 
And are aftoniſhd when they view the ſame, 
NOT 


Fol 
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Nor hath he giv'n theſe Bleflings for a Day, 
Nor made them on the Body's Life depend : 
The So-l, though made in Time, ſurvives for ay ; 
And though it hath Beginning, ſees no Eqgd. 


—_—_— —_— —_— 


S E C-T. XXX. 


' That the Soul is Immortal, proved by ſeyeral 


Reaſons. 


TER only Eza, is Newer ending Blils ; 
Which is, the Eternal Face of GOD to ſee ; 

Who, Laſt of Exds, and Firſt of Cauſes « : 

And to do this, ſhe mult Eternal be. 


\ 


How ſenſeleſs then, and dead a Sos! hath he, 


Which #hinks his Sox! doth with his Body dye: 
Or thinks not ſo, but ſo would have it be, 
That he might Sin with more Security 7 


For though theſe light and vicious Perſons ſay, 
Our Sowl 1s but a Smoak, or airy Blaſt, 

Which, during Life, doth in our Noſtrils play , 
And when we die, doth turn to Wind ar laſt : 


Althozoh 


' 
\ 
\ 
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Although they ſay, Come, ler ws eat and drink; 
Our Life is but a Spark, which quickly dies: 

Though thus they /ay,they know not what to think; 
But iatheir Minds ten thouſand Doubts ariſe. 


Therefore no Hereticks deſire to ; pread 
Their light Opinions, like theſe Epicures ; 
For ſo their ſtagg ring Thoughts are comforted, 


And other Men's Aſſent their Doubt aſſures. 


| : ({trive, 
Yet though theſe Men againſt their Conſcience 


There are ſome Sparkles ia their flinty Breaſts, 
Which cannot be extinCt, but ſtill revive ; (Beaſts, 
That though they would, they cannot quite be 


But whoſo makes a Mitror of his Mind, 
 Anddoth with Patience view himſelf therein, 
His Soxl's Eternity ſhall clearly find, 

Though ch'ather Beauries be defac'd with Sin. 


VOTE f the: Soull. 


oY 


Firſt, in Man's Mind.we find an PROP | 
To learn and know the Truth of ev'ry thing, | 
Which is co-natural, and born with it, 
And from the E one of the Soul doth ſp DOG 


With this Def ire, ſhe hath a native Might 
Tg find out ev'ry Truth, if ſhe had time 
Th' innumerable EffeRts to ſort aright, 
And by Degrees, from Cauſe to Cauſe to climb. 


But ſince our Life fo faft away doth flide, 

As doth an hungry Eagle through the Wind ; 
Or-as a Ship tranſported with the Tide, 

Which in their Paſſage leave no print behind ; 


Of which ſwift little Time ſo much we ſpend, 


While ſome few things we EY the Sen! do 


'firain, 
That our ſhort Race of Life is at an end, 
' Erre we the Principtes of Skill arfain. 
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Or God (who to vain Ends hath nothing done) 
In vain this Appetite and Pow'r hath giv'n ; 

Orelſc our Knowledge, which is here begun, 
Hereafter mult be perfeQedin Heav'n. 


God never gavea Pow'r to one whole Kind, 
But moſt part of that Kind did uſe che ſame: 
Moſt Eyes have perfc& Sight, though ſome be 
blind ; 
Moſt Legs can nimbly run, though ſome be 
lame. 


But in this Life no Soul the Truth can know 


So perfeQy, as it hath Paw'r todo : 
If then PerteCtion be not found below, 


An higher place muſt make her mount thereto, 


2. Reaſon. 


Again, How can ſhe but Immortal be, 

When with the Motions of both Will aad Wit, 
She-ſtill aſpireth to Eternity , 
And never reſts, till ſhe attain to it? 
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Water in Conduit-pipes, can riſe no higher (ſpring : 
Than the Well-head, from whence it firſt doth 
Then fince to Eternal G O D ſhe doth aſpire, 
She cannot be bat an Eternal Thing. 


& All moving things to other things do move, (ſuch: 

 *Of the ſame kind,” which ſhews their Nature 

So Earth falls down, and Fire doth mount above, 
Till both their proper Elements do touch. 


And as the Moiſture, which the thirſty Earth 
Sucks from the Sea; to fill her empty Veins, 
Prom out her Womb at laſt doth take a Birth, 

And runs a Nymph along the graſſy Plains: 


Long doth ſhe ſtay, as loth to leave the Land, 
From whoſe ſoft Side ſhe'firſt did iTue make : 
She taſts all Places, turns to ev'ry Hand, 
Her flow'ry Banks unwilling to forſake : 


Yet Nature {o her Streams doth lead and carry, 
As that her Courfe doth make no final ſtay, 
T1!l ſhe her ſelf unto the Ocean marry, 


Within whoſe watry Boſom firſt ſhe lay. 
| Ev'a 
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Ev'n ſd the Soul, which to this Earthly Mould 
The Spirit of God doth ſecretly infuſe, - 
Bccauſe at firſt ſhe doth the Earth behold, - 

And only this material World ſhe views: 


At fir(t her Mother Earth ſhe boldeth dear, 
And doth embrace the World and worldly ehinps; 
She flies cloſe by the Ground, and hovers here," - 
And mounts/not up with her Celeſtial Wings : 


Yet undee Heay'n ſhe cahnot light on Ovgtie-- © 
That with her heav'nly Natere doth agree; '* 

She cannot reſt, ſhe carnort fix her Thought,” 
She canndt 1a this World commented be. 


For who did ever yet, in Honour; Wealth; 5 

\ Or Pleiſut6vf rhe' Senſe, Contentment find ? 

Vho ever ctasdto wiſh, when he had FHedtrh? + 
Or hayp1pW1i/dom, was not vex'd in Mind ? 


Then asa Bee which among Weeds doth fall, (gay ; 
Which ſeem {weet Flow'rs, with Tuſtre fre{h and 
She lights on that; and this, and taſterh all ; 


Bu: plcas'd with none, doth ciſe, and ſoar away : 
| So, 
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So, when the Saul finds here no true Content, 

And, -ltke Nos#s Dove, can no ſure Footing take, 

She doth return from whence ſhe firſt was ſent, 
And flies to hiw that firſt her Wings did make. 
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Wit, iceking Trwth, from Cauſe to Cauſe aſcends, 
And never reſts, till it the firſt attain : 

Will, ſceking Good, finds many middle Ends 
But never Rays,-till.it the laſt do gain. 


Now GQ D' the Truth, and Firſt of Canſeris; 
G0 D is.the left good Ewdy which laſteth ill; 

Being A/phs,and Quwreg  nam'd\for.this; 

Alpha tolVit, Omegs to the Wall 


Since then; her heav'nly Kind ſhe doth diſplays. 
In chat ta GOD ſhe doth direRly moves. ' 
And ongo moxtal thing can make her Stay, -..;. 

She cannot be from hence, ' but from above. /| | 


And yet this fr/t true Cauſe, 'and left good omg 
She cannot here ſo tel, and rracly fee; 

For this Perfe&ion ſhe muſt yetattend, 
Till'to her Mzker ſhe eſpouſed be: B+ 

As 
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As a Kzne's Daughter, .being in Perſon ſought 
Of divers Priaces, \who'do' neighbour near, 

On none of them can fixa conſtant 'Thought, 
Though ſhe to all do lend a gentle Ear: 


Yet can ſhe love a foreign Emperor, 
Whom of great Worth and Pow'r {he hears to be, 


If ſhe-be woo'd but by Ambaſſador, 
Or but his Lecrers, or his PidFares (ce: 


For well ſhe knows, 'that-when ſhe ſhall be brought 
Iato'the Kingdom where her Sposſe-doth reign; 

Her Eyes ſhall ſee wtiarſhe conceiv*d-in Thoughe, 
Himſelf, his State, his Glory, and his Train. 


So while the VirginSoul-on Earth doth ſtay, 
She wbo'd and rempted is ten thouſand Ways, 
By theſe great Pow'rs,which on the Earth bear ſway; 
The Wiſdom of the World, Wealth, Pleaſure, Praiſe: 


With theſe ſometimes ſhe doth her Time beguile, - 
Theſe do by firs her Fantaſie poſſels ; 

But ſhe diſtaſtes rhem all within a while, 

And ia the {ſweeteſt finds a Tediouſneſs. 
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But if upon the World's Almighty King 
She once doth fix her humble loving Thought, 
Who by his PiFuredrawa inev'ry thing, 
And ſacred Meſſages; her Love hath ſought ; 


Of him ſhe thinks ſhe cannot think too much ; 
This Honey taſted ſtill, is ever ſweet ; 

The Pleaſure of her raviſh'd Thought is ſuch, 
As almoſt here ſhe with her Bliſs doth meet : 


But when in Heav'n ſhe ſhall his Eſſexce ſee, 
This is her ſov'reign Good, and perfett Bliſs ; 

Her Longing, Wiſhings, Hopes, all finiſh'd be ; 
Her Joys are full, her Motions reſt in this : 


There is ſhe crown'd with Garlands of Cortex ; 
There doth ſhe Manna cat, and NeQar drink : 
That Preſence doth ſuch high Delights preſent, 
As never Tongue could ſpeak, nor Hearc could 
think. 


3 Reafor. 
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: . Reaſon. 


For this, the better Souls do oft deſpiſe | 
The Body's Death, and do it oft deſire ; 

For when on Ground the burthen'd Ballance lies, 
'Theempty part 1s lifted up the higher : 


But if the Body's Death the Sou! ſhould kill, 
Then Death mult needs againſt her Nature be; 
And were it ſo, all Souls would fly it ſtill, 
For Nature hates and ſhuns her Contrary. 


For all things elſe, which Nature makes to be, 
Their Bezizg to preſerve, are chiefly taught ; 
And though ſome things deſire a Change to ſee, 

Yet never Thing did long to'turn to nought. 


If then by Death the S9z/ were quenched quite, 
She could not thus agaiaſt her Nature run ; 

SINCC ev'ry ſenileſs thing, by Nature's Light, 
Doth Preſervation ſeck, Deſtrution ſhun. 


No 
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Nor could the World's beſt Spirits ſo much err, 
It Death took all, that they ſhould all agree, 
Before this Life, their Honour to prefer : 
For what is Praiſe to things that nothing be ? 


Apain, If by the Body's Prop ſhe ſtand ; 
If on the Body's Life, her Life depend, 
As Meleagers on the fatal Brand, 
The Body's Good ſhe only would intend : 


We ſhould not find her half ſo brave and bold, 
To lead it to the Wars, and to the Scas, 
To make it ſuffer Watchings, Hunger, Cold, 
When it might feed with Plenty , reſt with 
Eale. : 


Doubtleſs, all Souls have a ſurviving Thought, 


* Therefore of Death we think with quict Mind ; 


But if we think of being turn'd to noveht, 
A trembling Horrour in our Sonls we find. 


4. Reaſon, 
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4: Reaſon. , 


And as the better Spirit, whea ſhe doth bear 

A Scorn of Death, doth ſhew ſhc cannot die; Þ} V 
So when the wicked Soul Death's Face doth fear, 

Ev'a then ſhe proves her own Eternity, T 


For when Dcath's Form appears, ſhe fearcth not 

An utter Quenching, or Extinguiſhment ; T 
She would be glad to meet with ſuch a Lot, 

That fo ſhe might all future Tl prevent : 


But ſhe doth doubt what after may befal ; 
For Nature's Law accuſeth her within, 
And faith, *T1s true what is affirm by all, 

That after Death there s a Paip for Sin. 


Then ſhe who thath been hood wiak'd from ke 
Birth, 
Dota firſt her (elf within Death's Mirrour ſee; 
And when her Body doth retura to Earth, 
She firlt takes care, how ſh: alone ſhall be. 
Wi 
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Who ever ſces thelc irreligious Men, 

With Burthen of a Sickneſs weak and faint, 
Put hears them talking of Religion then, 

And vowing of their Souls toev'ry Saint ? 


When was there ever curſcd A4theiſt brought 
Unto the Gzbber, but he did adore 

That bleſſed Pow'r, which he had ſet at nought, 
Scorn'd and blaſphemed all his Life before ? 


Theſe light vain Perſons Rill are drunk and mad, 
With Surfeitings, and Pleaſures of their Youth ; 
But at their Death they are freſh, ſober, ſad; 
Then they diſcern, and then they ſpeak the 
truth. | 


If then all Souls, both good and bad, do teach, 
With gen'ral Voice, That Soxls can never die ; 

'Tis not Man's flatt'ring Gloſs, but Natwre's Speech, 
Which, like G0 D's Oracles, can never lye. 


5, Reſon. 
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5. Reaſon. 


Hence ſprives that univerſal ſtrong Deſire, 
Which all Men have of Immortality : 

Not {ome few Spirits unto this Thought aſpire, 
But all Men's Minds in this united be. 


Then this Deſire of Nature 1s not vain, 
« She covets not Impoſlibilitics ; 

« Fond Thoughts may fall into ſome idle Brain, 
* But one Aſſezt of all, is ever wiſe. 


From hence that ven'ral Care and Study ſprings, 
That Launching, and Progreſſion of the Mind, 

Which all Men have ſo much of future things, 
That they no Joy do1a the preſent find. 


From this Deſire, that man Deſire proceeds, 
Which all Men have ſurviving Fame to gain, 

By Tombs, by Books, by memorable Deeds ; 
For ſhe that this deſgres, doth Mill remain. 


Hence, 
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Hence, laſtly, ſprings Care of Poſterities, 
For Things their Kind would everlaſting make : 
Hence is it, that old Men do plant young Trees, 
The Fruit whereof another Ape ſhall take. 


If we theſe Rules unto our ſelves apply, 

And view them by RefleCtion of the Mind, 
All theſe true Notes of Immortality 

In our Heart's Tables we ſhall written find. 


6. Reaſon. 


And though ſome impious Wits do Queſtions move, 
And doubt if Souls immortal be, or no ; 

"That Dowb: their Immortality doth prove, | 
Becauſe they ſeem immortal things to know. 


For he who Reaſons on both Parts doth bring, 
Doth ſome things mortal, ſome immortal call ; 
Now, if himſelf were but a mortal thing, 
He could not judge immortal things at all. 


G 4 
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For when we judge, our Minds we Mirrors make : 
Andas thoſe Glaſles which material be, 

Forms of material things do only take ; 
For Thoughts or Minds in them we cannot ſee : 


So when we God and Angels do conceive, 
And think of Truth, which'is eternal too : 
Then do our Minds immortal Forms receive, 
Which if they mortal were, they could not do. 


And as if Beaſts conceiy'd what Reaſon were, 
And that Conception ſhould diſtiaQly ſhow, 
They ſhould the Name of Reaſonable bear ; 


For without Rea/or, none could Reaſon know : 


So when the Sou! mounts with ſo high a Wing, 
As of Eternal Things ſhe Doubts can move 
She Proofs of her Eternity doth bring, 


Ev'a when ſhe ſtrives the contrary toprove, 


For ev'n the Thought of Immortality, 
Beingan AQ done without the Body's Aid, 
Shews, that her ſelf alone could mouvg and be, 
Although the Body in the Grave were laid. 
| SECT, 
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CE6 T. XXX. 
That the Soul cannot be deſtroy'd. 


ND if her ſelf ſhe can fo lively move, 
And never need a Foreign Help to take; 


A 


Then muſt her Motion everlaſting prove, 
*< Becauſe her ſelf ſhe never can forſake. | 


But though Corruption cannot touch the Mind 
By any Cauſe that from it ſelf may ſpring, 
Some outward Cauſe Fate hath perhaps deſign'd, 

Which to the Soul may utter Quenching bring. - 


Perhaps her Cauſe may ceaſe, and ſhe may die: 
God is her Cauſe, his Word her Maker was; 
Which ſhall ſtand fix'd for all Ererdlity, 
When Heay'n and Earth ſhall like a Shadow a. 


Perhaps ſome thing repugnant to her Kind, 
By ſtrong Antipathy, the Soul may kill : 

But what cag, be Contrary to the Mind, 

* Which holds all Conrraries in Concord fill ? 


She 


” * 
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She lodgeth Heat, and Cold, and Moiſt, and Dry, 
Aad Life, and Death, and Peace, and War toge- 

Ten thouſand fighting things in her do lie, (ther; 
Yet neither troubleth, or difturbeth either. 


Perhaps for want of Food, the Soul may pine ; 
But that were ſtrange, fince all things bad, and 
Since all God's Creatures, Mortal and Divine; (good ; 
Since God himſelf is her eternal Food. 


Bodies are fed with things of mortal kind, 
And {9 are ſubyje& to Mortality : 

But Trath, which js eternal, feeds the Mind ; 
The Tree of Life, which will not let her die, 


Tet Violence, perbaps the Soul deltroys, 

As Lighyyps, or the Sun-beams dim the Sight ; 
Or as a Thygder-clap, or Cannon's noiſe, 

The Pow'r of Hearing doth aſtopiſh quue; 


But high Perfetion. to the Sos/ it brings, 
1* encounter things moſt excellent and high ;. 
For, when ſhe views the beſt and gregteſt things, | 


They do not hurt, but rather clear the Eye. 
Beſides, 


\ 
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Beſides, as Homer's Gods, *gainſt Armies ſtand, 
Her ſubtil Form can through all Dangers ſlide : 
Bodies are Captive, Minds endure no Band ; 
« And Will is free, and can no Force abide. 


But laſtly, Time perhaps at laſt hath pow'r 
To ſpend her livelyPow rs,and quench herLight ; 
But old God Saturn, which doth all devour, 
Doth cheriſh her, and ſtill augment her Might. 


Heav'n waxeth old, and all the Spheres above | 
* Shall one Day faint, and their ſwift Motion ſtay; 
And Time it ſelf, in time ſhall ceaſe to move ; 
Oxly the Soul ſurvives, and lives for ay. 


&« Qur Bodies, ev'ry Footſtep that they make, 
«* March towards Death, until at laſt they dye: 
* Whether we work or play, or ſleepor wake, (fly's 
« Our Life doth paſs,and with Time's Wings doth 


But to the Sov!, Time doth PerfeCtion give, 
And adds freſh Luftre to her Beauty ſtill ; 
And makes her in eternal Youth to live, 
Like her which NeQar to the Gods doth fill. 
The 
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The more ſhe lives, the more ſhe feeds on Truth; 
The more ſhe feeds, her Strength doth more in- 

And what isSrrength,but anEffett of Youth, (creaſe: 
Which if Time nurſe, how can it ever ceaſe ? 


_— —_—___ 


Ir 
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Objections againſt the Immortality of the Soul, 
with their reſpe&ive Anſwers. 


UT now theſe Epicures begin to ſmile, 
B And ſa y, My DoQtrine.is more ſafe than true-; 
And that I fondly do my ſelf beguile, 
While theſe receiv'd Opinions I enſue. 


For, what, ſay they ? Dothmnot the Sou! wax old? 

How comes it then that Aged Mea do dote ; 

And that their Brains grow ſottiſh, dull and cold, 
Which were in Youth the only Spirits of note ? 


What? Are not Souls withia themſelves corrupted ? 
How can there Idiots then by Nature be ? 
How is it that ſome Wits are interrupted, 


That now they dazled are, now clearly ſee? 
Theſe 
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Theſe Queſtions make a ſubtil Argument 

To ſuch as think both Sexſe and Reaſon One; 
To whom nor Agent, from the Inſtrument, 

Nor Pow'r of Working, from the Work is known. 


But they that know that Wit can ſhew no Skill, 
But when ſhe Things in Sepſe's Glaſs doth view, 
Do know, if Accident this Glaſs do ſpill, 
It nothing ſees, or ſees the Falſe for true. 


For, if that Region of the tender Brain, 
Where th'inward Senſe of Fantaſy ſhould fit, 
| And th'outward Senſes, Gath'rings ſhould retain; 
By Nature, or by Chance, become unfit: 


Either at firſt uncapable it is, 
And ſo few things, or none at all receives z 
Or marr'd by Accident, which haps amils; 
Aw ſo amiſs it ev'ry thing perceives. 


Then, as a cunning Prince that uſeth Spies, 

If they return no News, doth nothing know ; 
But if they make Advertiſement of Lics, 

The Prince's Counſels all awry do go: 
. Eva 
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Ev'n ſo the Soul to ſuch a Body kait, ' 
Whole inward Senſes undiſpoſed be ; 
And to receive the Forms of Things unfit, 


Where nothing is brought in, can nothing ſee. 


This makes the Idiot, which hath yet a Mind, 
Able to know the Truth, and chuſe the Good : 
It ſhe ſuch Figures in the Brain did find, 
As might be found, if it in temper ſtood. 


But if a Phrenſy do poſſeſs the Brain , 
It fo diſturbs and blots the Forms of Things, 


As Fantaſy proves altogether vain, 
And to the Wit no true Relation brings. - 


Then doth the Wit, admitting all for true, 
Build fond Concluſions on thoſe idle Grounds - 

Then doth it fly the Good, and IN purſue; 

Believing all chat this falſe Spy propounds. 


But purge the Humours, and the Rage appeaſe, 
Which this Diſtemper in the Fanſy wrought ; 
Then ſhall the Wir, which never had Dileaſlc, 
Piſcourle, and judge diſcreetly, as it ought. 
$0, 
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So, though the Clouds eclipſe the S's fair Light, 
Yet from his Face they do not take one Beam 

So have our Eyes their perfe& Pow'r of Sight, 
Ev'n when they look into troubled Stream. 


Then theſe DefeCts in Ser/e*'s Organs be; 
Not in the Soul, or in her working Might : 


| She cannot loſe her perfe& Pow'r to ſee, (Light. 


Though Miſts and Clouds do choak her Window- 


Theſe ImperfeQions then we muſt impure; 
Not to the Aggnt, but the Inſtrument: 


We muſt not blame Apollo, but his Lute, 


If falſe Accords from her falſe Strings be ſent. 


The Soul in all hath one Intelligence; 
Though toomuch Moiſture in an Infant's Brain, 
And too much Drineſs in an old Man's Senſe, 
Cannot the Prints of outward things retain : 


\ 


Then doth the Sou! want Work, and idle fir, 


And this we Childiſhneſs and Dotage call; 
Yet hath ſhe'then a quick and aQtive Wit, 
If ſhe had Stuff and Tools to work withal: 


For, 
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For, give her Organs fit, and ObjeQts fair ; 
. Givebut the aged Man, the young Man's Senſe ; 

Let but Medes, ſon's Youth repair, 
And ſtraight ſhe ſhews her wonted Excellence. 


As a good Harper, ſtricken far in Years, 
Into whoſe cunning Hands the Gout doth fall, 

All his old Crotchets in his Brain he bears, 

But on his Harp plays ill, or not at all. 


But if Apollo takes his Gout away, 

That he his nimble Fingers may apply ; 
Apollo's ſelf will envy at his Play , 

And all the World applaud his Minftralſy. 


Then Dotage 15 no Weaknels of the Mind, 
But of the Sex/e ; for if the Mind did waſte, 
- In all old Men we ſhould this Wafting find, (paſs'd: 


When they ſome certain Term of Years had 


F 


But moſt of them, ev*n to their dying Hour, 
Retain a Mind more lively, quick and ſtrong ; 

And better uſe their,underſtanding Pow'r, | 
Thea when their Brains were warm, and Limbs 

For, 


were young. 


Doubrieſs, the Body's Death, when once it dtes, 


Immortality of the Soul, 07 


For, though the Body waſted be, and weak, 
. 'And though the Leaden Form of Earth ic bears ; 

Yet when we hear that half-dead Body ſpeak, 

We oft are raviſh'd to the heav'nly Spheres. 


Yet ſay theſe Men, Tf all her Organs die, 

Then hath the Sou! no pow'r her Pow'rs to uſe : 
So, in a ſort, her Pow'rs extinct do lie, 

When unto A# ſhe cannot them reduce, 


And if her Pow'rs be dead, then what is ſhe? 
For fince from ev*ry thing ſome Pow'rs do ſpring; 

And from thoſe Pow'rs, ſome 4s proceeding be ; 
Then kill both Pow'r and 44, and kill the thing, 


\ 


The Inſtruments.of Senſe and Life doth kill ; 
So that ſhe cannot uſe thoſe Faculties, 
Although their Root reſt in her Subſtance ſill. 


But (as the Body living) Wit and Will 
Can judge and chuſe, without the Body's Aid; 
Though on ſuch ObjeQts they are working ſtill, 
As through the Body's Organs are convey*'d 3 
Ye . So, 
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So, when the Body ſerves her turn no more, 
And all her Sexſes are 'extintt and gone, 
She can diſcourſe of what ſhe learn'd before, 


ln hcavnly Contemplations, all alone. 


So, if one Man well on the Lute doth play, (Skill; 
And have good Horſemanſhip, and Learning's 
Though both his\Lute and Horle we take away, 


Doth he not keep his former Learning ſtill ? 


He keeps it, doubtleſs, and can uſe it too; 

And doth both th'other Sk{://s in Pow?r retain ; 
And can of both the proper AQtions do, 

' If with his Lute or Horſe he meet again, 


So though the Inſtruments, (by which we live, 
And view the World) the Body's Death do kill ; 
Yet with the Body they ſhall all revive, 
And all their wonted Offices fulfil. 


But how, till then , ſhall ſhe her ſelf employ ? 
Her Spies are dead, which brought home News 
What ſhe hath got,and keeps, ſhe may enjoy, (before: 

But ſhe hath Means to underſtand no more. 
Thea 
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Then what dothoſe poor Souls, which nothing get? 
Or what do thoſe which get, and cannot keep ! ? 


Like Buckets bottomleſs, which all out-let ; 
Thoſe Sosls, for want of Exerciſe, muſt ſleep. 


See how Man's Soul againſt it ſelf doth ftrive : 
Why ſhould we not have other Means to know ? 
As Children, while within the Womb they live, 
Feed by the Navil : Here they feed not ſo. 


Theſe Children, if they had ſome uſe of Senſe, 
And ſhould by chance theirMother's talking hear, 
That in ſhort time theyſhall come forth from theace, 


Would fear their Birth, more than our vm we. 
(tear. 


They would cry out, If we this place ſhall leave, 
Then ſhall we break our tender Navil-ſtrings ; 

How ſhall we then our Nouriſhment receive, 
Since our ſweet Food noother Conduit brings? 


And if a Man ſhould to theſe Babes reply, 
That into this fair World they ſhall be brought, 
Where they ſhall view the Earth, the Sea, the Sky, 
The glorious Sun,and all that God hath wrought : 
H 2 That 
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That there ten thouſand Dainties they ſhall meet, 
Which by their Mouths they ſhall with pleaſure 

Which ſhall be cordial too, as well as ſweet; (take ; 
And of their little Limbs, tall Bodies make : 


This World they'd think a Fable, ev'n as we 
Do think the Story of the Golden Age; 
Or as ſome ſenſual Spirits 'mongſt us be, 
Which hold the World to come, a feigned Stage : 


Yet ſhall theſe Infants after find all true, 

Tho? then thereof they nothing could conceive : 
As ſoon as they are born, the World they view , 
- And with their Mouths, the Nurſes Milk receive. 


So when the Soul is born (for Death is nought 
'But the Sou!'s Birth, and ſo we ſhould it call) 
Ten thouſand things ſhe ſees beyond her Thought ; 


And 10 an unknown manner, knows them all. 


Then doth ſhe ſec by Spc&acles no more, 
She hears not by report of double Spies; 
Her ſelf in Inſtants doth all things explore ; 
For each thing's preſent, 2nd before her lies. 
But 
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But ftill this Crew with Queſtions me purſues : 
If Souls deceas'd (ſay they) Kill living be, 

Why do they not return, to bring us News (ſee? 
Of that ſtrange World, where they ſuch Wonders 


Fond Men! If we believe that Men do live 
Under the Zenith of both frozen Poles, 

Though none come thence, Advertiſement to give, 
Why bear we not the like Faich of our Souls ? 


The Sol hath here on Earth no more to do, 
Than we have Bus neſs in our Mother's Womb : 
What Child doth covet to return thereto, - 
Although all Children firſt from thence do corge ? 


But as Noah's Pigeon, which return'd no more, 
Did ſhew, ſhe footing found, for all the Flood ; 
So when good Sowls,departed through Death's Door, 


Came not again, it ſhews their Dwelling good. 


And doubtleſs, ſuch a Sow as up doth mount, 

And doth appear before her Maker's Face, 
Holds this vile World in ſuch a baſe Account, 

As ſhe looks down, and ſcorns this wretched Place. 
H 3 Buc 
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But ſuch as are detruded down to Hell, 
Either for Shame, they ſtill themſelves retire ; 
Or ty'd in Chains, they in cloſe Priſon dwell, 
And cannot come, although they much deſire. 


Wel, well, ſay theſe vain Spirits, thought vain it is 
To think our Souls to Heav'n or Hell dogo; 
Politick Men have thought it not amiſs, 
To {pread this Lye, to make Men virtuous ſo. 


Do you then think this Moral Virtue good ? 
I thiak you do, ev'n for your private Gain ; 
For Commonwealths by Virtue ever ſtood, 
And common Good the private dorh contain. 


If then this Virtue you do love ſo well, 

Have you no Means, her Praice to maintain; 
But you this Lye muſt to the People tell, . 

That good Souls livein Joy, and Il] in Pain? 


Muſt Yirtue be preſerved by a Lye? 
Virtue and Truth do ever beſt agree; 
By this it ſeems to be a Verity, 
Since the EffeQs ſo good and virtuous be. 
For, 
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For, as the Devil, the Father is of Lies, 
So Vice and Miſchief do his Lies enſue: 
Then this good DoQtrine did not he deviſe ; 


But made this Lye, which faith, it is not true. 


For, how can that be falſe, whichev'ry Tongue 
Of ev'ry mortal Man affirms for true ? 
Which Truth hath in all Ages bcen fo ſtrong, 


As, Load-Stone-like, all Hearts it ever drew. 


For, not the Chriſtian, or the Jew alone, 

The Perſian, or the Tark, acknowledge this ; 
This Myſtery to the wild Indian known, 

And to the Canibal and T artar 1s. 


This rich Aſſhria» Drug grows ev'ry where ; 
As common in the North, as in the Eaſt : 


This DoQrine doth not enter by the Ear, 
* But of it ſelf is native in the Breaſt. 


None that acknowledge God, or Providence, 
Their Souls Eternity did ever doubt 3 

For all Religion takes Root from hence, - 
Which no poor naked Nation lives without. 
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For ſince the World for Man created was, 
(For only Man the Uſe thereof doth know) 
if Man do periſh like a wither'd Graſs, 
How doth God's Wiſdom order things below ? 


And if that Wiſdom ſtill wife Ends propound, 
Why made he Man, of other Creatures, King ; 
When (if he periſh here) there is not found 
| Inall the World fo poor and vile a thing ? 


If Death. do quench us quite, we have great wrong, 
Since for our ſervice all things elſe were wrought; 
That Daws, and Trees, and Rocks ſhould laſt ſo long, 


When we muſt in an inſtant paſs to nought. 


But bleſs*d be that Great Pow'r, that hath us bleſs'd 
With longer Life than Heav'n or Earth can have 

Which hath infus'd into our mortal Breaſt 
Immortal Pow'rs not ſubject to the Grave. 


For though the Soul do ſeem her Grave to bear, 
And in this World is almoſt burid quick , 
We have no Caule the Body's Death to fear ; 


For when the Shell is broke, out comes a Chick. 
| SECT, 
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SEC". JASE 
Three Kinds of Life anſwerable to the three 


Powers of the Soul. 


OR « the Soul's Eſſential Pow'rs are three ; 4 
The quick 'ning Pow'r, the Pow'r of Senſe and | Y 
Three kinds of Life to her deſigned be, (Reaſos ; A 


Which perfeCt theſe three Pow?*rs in their due Sea- ; 
(ſon. 2 


The firſt Life in the Mother's Womb is ſpear, 
Where ſhe her Nurſing Pow'r doth only uſe; 

Where, when ſhe finds defe&t of Nouriſhmeat, 
Sh'expels her Body, and this World ſhe views. 


This we call Birch; but if the Child could ſpeak, | 2 
He Death would call it; and of Nature plain, 
That ſhe would thruſt him out naked and weak, 
And in his Paſſage pinch him with ſuch Pain. 


Yer out he comes, and in this World is plac'd; 
Where all his Sex/es in PerfeQion be ; 

Where he finds Flowers to ſmell, and Fruits to taſte, 
And Sounds to hear, and ſundry forms to ſee. 


When 
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When he hath paſs'd ſome Time upon the Stage, 
His Reaſon then a little ſtems to wake ; 

Which,though ſhe ſpring when Sex/e doth fadewith 
Yetcan ſhe here no perfeQt Pratice make. (Ape, 


Then doth aſpiring Sos! the Body leave, 
Which we call Death ; but were it known to all, 
What Life our Souls do by this Death receive, 
Men would it Birch, or Goal-Delin'ry call. 


In this third Life, Reaſon will be ſo bright, 

As that her Spark' will like the Sun-Bears ſhine, 
And ſhall of God enjoy the real Sight, 

Being ſtill increas'd by Influence divine. 


_ — ——— 


SE ©: AAA; 
The Concluſion. 


Lock'd up within the Casket of thy Breaſt? 
| What Jewels, and what Riches haſt thou there? 


"What heav'nly Treaſure in ſo weak a Cheſt ? 
Look 


() lenorant poor Man! what doſt thou bear, 
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Look in thy Soul, and thou ſhalt Beauties find, 
Like thoſe which drown'd Varciſſas in the Flood : 


Honour and Pleaſure both are in thy Mind , 
And all that in the World is counted Good. 


Think of her Worth, and think that God did mean, 


This worthy Mind ſhould worthy things embrace ; 


Blot not her Beautics with thy Thoughts unclean, 
Nor her diſhonour with thy Paſſion baſe, 


Kill not her Quickn*no Pow'r with Surfeitings ; 
Mar not her Se»/e with Senſuality : 

Caſt not her ſerious Wit on idle things : 
Make not her Free Will Slave to Vanity. 


And when thou think'lt of her Ezernzty, 
Think not that Death againſt her Nature is ; 

Think it a Birth : And when thou got to die, 
Sing like a Swan, as if thou went'ſt to Bliſs. 


And if thou, like a Child, didſt fear before, 
Being in the dark, where thou didſt nothing ſee ; 
Now I have brought thee Torch-Light,tear no more; 
Now when thou dy'{t,thou canſt not hoodwink'd . 
be. | And 
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And thou, my Sou/, which turn'ſt with curious Eye, 
To view the Beams of thine own Form divine, 


Know, that thou canſt know nothing perfeQly, 
While thou art clouded with this Fleſh of mine. 


Take heed of Over-weening, and compare 

Thy Peacock's Feet with thy gay Peacock's Train: 
' Study the beſt and higheſt Things that are, 
' Bur of thy ſelf an humble Thought retaia. 


Caſt down thy ſelf, and only ſtrive to raiſe 
The Glory of thy Maker's ſacred Name: 
Vſe all thy Pow'rs, that bleſſed Pow'r to praiſe, 
Which gives thee Pow'r to be, and uſe the ſame. 
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